
Volume 41, Number 4         Dec. 2021/Jan. 2022, Kislev/Tevet/Shevat 5782Volume 41, Number 4         Dec. 2021/Jan. 2022, Kislev/Tevet/Shevat 5782

Volume 31, Number 7

March 2012

Adar / Nisan 5772

the

T E M P L E   B E T H   A B R A H A M

Pu RiM

C
ov

er
 a

rt
 b

y 
M

is
ia

 N
ud

le
r

C
ov

er
 a

rt
 b

y 
M

is
ia

 N
ud

le
r

Light



2

DIRECTORY SERVICE SCHEDULE & ONGOING EVENTS

Monday & Thursday Morning Minyan 
Sanctuary, 8:00 a.m. 

Friday Afternoon 
Gan Shabbat, 12:40 p.m. 

Friday Evening (Kabbalat Shabbat) 
Sanctuary and YouTube, 6:15 p.m.

Candle Lighting Times (Friday)
Dec. 1
Dec. 2
Dec. 3
Dec. 4
Dec. 5

Chanukah 4 candles - 5:19 pm 
Chanukah 5 candles - 5:19 pm         
Chanukah 6 candles - 4:32 pm         
Chanukah 7 candles - 5:32 pm         
Chanukah   8   candles   -  5:32   pm

Dec. 10	 4:32pm
Dec. 17	 4:34pm 
Dec. 24	 4:37pm 
Dec. 31	 4:42pm
Jan. 7	 4:48pm
Jan. 14	 4:55pm
Jan. 21	 5:02pm
Jan. 28	 5:10pm

Shabbat Morning 
Sanctuary and YouTube, 9:30 a.m. 

Torah Portions (Saturday)
Dec. 4	 Rosh Chodesh Tevet

Parashat Miketz
5:32pm Havdalah

Dec. 11	 Parashat Vayigash
5:32pm Havdalah 

Dec. 18	 Parashat Vayechi
5:34pm Havdalah 

Dec. 25	 Parashat Shemot
5:38pm Havdalah 

Jan. 1	 Sabbat Mevarchim 
Chodesh Sh'vat
Parashat Vaera
5:43pm Havdalah 

Jan. 8	 Parashat Bo
5:49pm Havdalah  

Jan. 15	 Shabbat Shirah
Parashat Beshalach
5:56pm Havdalah

Jan. 22	 Parashat Yitro
6:04pm Havdalah

Jan. 29        Shabbat Mevarchim Chodesh Adar I	
Parashat Mishpatim
6:11pm Havdalah

GENERAL INFORMATION:  
All phone numbers use (510) prefix unless noted.

Mailing Address 336 Euclid Ave.  
Oakland, CA 94610

Hours Monday-Thursday 9am - 4pm
Friday 9am - 1pm  

Office Phone 832-0936
Office Fax 832-4930
E-Mail info@tbaoakland.org

STAFF
Rabbi (x 213) Mark Bloom
Cantorial Soloist/Hazzanit Yael Krieger
Gabbai Marshall Langfeld
Executive Director (x 214) Rayna Arnold
Office Manager (x 210) Virginia Tiger
Bet Sefer Director Susan Simon 663-1683
Gan Avraham Director Rachel Fenyves 763-7528
Bookkeeper (x 215) Paolo Gomez
Facilities Manager (x 211) Joe Lewis
Kindergym/ 
Toddler Program (on hold)

Dawn Margolin  
dawnie57@gmail.com

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD
President David Goodwin   510-655-0529
Vice President Garrett Schwartz   510-533-6910
Vice President Ann Rapson   510-612-2304
Vice President Jessica Sterling   415-640-5003
Vice President Etta Heber   510-332-9925
Secretary Jason Edelstein   510-239-1102
Treasurer Peter Miller   510-652-7814
Immediate Past President Alice Hale

COMMITTEES & ORGANIZATIONS: If you would like to 
contact the committee chairs, please contact the 
synagogue office for phone numbers and email  
addresses. 

Adult Education Susan Simon
Chesed Heidi Bersin & Heike Friedman
Board of Trustees Jan Kessler
Film Series Paul Raskin
Finance Peter Miller
Gan Avraham 
School Committee Sheera Frankel

House Stephen Shub
Israel Affairs Ann Rapson
Membership Stacy Month & Ann Rapson
Men’s Club Bryan Schwartz
Omer see page 6
Personnel David Goodwin
Public Relations Lisa Fernandez
Ritual Marshall Langfeld
Schools Jessica Sterling
Social Action Jessica Sterling
Women of TBA Abby Klein
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UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS

$72
PROVIDES

144
MEALS

$36
PROVIDES

72
MEALS

$100 
PROVIDES

200
MEALS

Holiday Dinner Drive

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM

Lifting the Burden of Hunger Gives Hope!

Please Give Now – Thank You
ALL AMOUNTS APPRECIATED

Each dollar donated buys two meals.

The Food Bank is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Your tax-deductible gift of any amount is appreciated and needed.

DONATE ONLINE:
accfb.org/dinner
Make your donation
selection and choose 
Temple Beth Abraham 
from the list to complete 
your contribution.

DONATE BY MAIL:

 

Need has increased 70% during the pandemic. 

Benefiting the Alameda County Community Food Bank

Payable to ACCFB and write 
HDD on the memo line, mail to:

Temple Beth Abraham
Attn: Holiday Dinner Drive
336 Euclid Avenue
Oakland CA 94610

the food bank is a:

The Koret Foundation is matching all gifts, dollar-for-dollar, up to $25,000. 
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FROM THE RABBI

Famous Lights In The Jewish Tradition 
With the theme of this issue being light, I thought it would be instructive to remind us of 
some of the most important lights in the Jewish tradition.

Chanukah Lights
The very reason this month’s Omer theme was chosen, these lights remind us of the mira-
cle of the oil lasting for eight days as well as providing extra light during the darkest time 
of the year physically. This is important, but not as important as…

Shabbat Lights
The Shabbat candles are the most important lights we kindle in the Jewish tradition. It is 
one of the most basic mitzvot, obligatory on every household, a sign of the distinctiveness 
of the Jewish Shabbat, and a reminder to connect with God, each other, and ourselves each 
week.

Memorial Lights
While not as important from a commandment perspective, the lighting of a Yahrtzeit can-
dle on the anniversary of the deaths of our loved ones is extremely important to most of us 
personally. We are reminded of the importance these people had in our lives, and staring at 
the light brings on all sorts of emotions, both sad and sweet. This is a convenient time to 
remind us that not only are we supposed to light Yahrtzeit candles on the actual Yahrtzeit, 
but also at the four holidays where we recite Yizkor—Yom Kippur, Shemini Atzeret, 
Pesach, and Shavuot.

The Ner Tamid
Synagogues around the world differ vastly in 
their architecture, but all contain some sort of 
Ner Tamid, or everlasting light. This is a rem-
nant from the ancient Temple in Jerusalem, 
where it is mentioned in Parashat Tetzaveh in 
the Book of Exodus. We are supposed to bring 
oil for “kindling lamps regularly.” In this way 
it is our collective responsibility to monitor the 
oil level and see to it that the light never burns 
out, symbolizing that the light of the Jewish 
people should never go out. In the main sanc-
tuary the Ner Tamid matches the beautiful metal work on the windows and was designed 
by Metal Artist Victor Reis. In the chapel, the bell shaped Ner Tamid is an amalgamation 
of God as a pillar of fire and God as a pillar of cloud, the theme of the entire room. It was 
designed by Glass Artists David and Michelle Plachte-Zweiback.

Light Unto the Nations
Finally, and perhaps most importantly, there is the symbolic light which the prophet Isaiah 
tells us we are supposed to be—a light unto the nations. Through our moral example, our 
light makes the world a better place.

L’shalom,

Rabbi Mark Bloom

WEEKLY TEXT STUDY with Rabbi Bloom
Wednesdays at 9am  

Contact rabbibloom@tbaoakland.org 
for the location
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Our Windows: Outside Light Flows into Our Sanctuary 
By David Goodwin
For the first 29 years of its existence, the sanctuary at Temple Beth Abraham had an 
Eastern European-style bimah with a large curved ark and a low fence separating the 
bimah from the congregation.  Today, we would probably treasure the bimah but the 
1950s were an era in which “modern” was good and “old fashioned” was not, so we 
replaced the bimah in 1957 as part of a larger building project in which we also built the 
classrooms and the chapel.  Although the 1950s were the beginning of several decades 
of abysmal architecture, that decade was nonetheless a great time for interior design 
(think how “midcentury modern” furniture and houses have become collectors’ items).  
Our bimah from 1957 is an outstanding example, with beautiful wood and metal work, 
the latter including a ner tamid, a representation of the burning bush, a menorah, and a 
new door to the ark, all created by metalworker Victor Ries.  

I’m guessing here – but it’s an educated guess – that the Congregation was so pleased 
with the quality of Ries’s work on the bimah that we commissioned him to design new 
windows for the sanctuary, which Ries created and installed in 1959.  (If you want to 
know what the sanctuary windows looked like before then, take a look at the windows 
in the staircases.)  Ries designed, built, and installed ten windows, each with delicate 
metalwork and each depicting the symbols of one of our holidays.

As you all know, during the day, you see the intricate designs of the symbols but the 
only colors come from the shiny metalwork and the light from outside.  But if you are in 
the sanctuary when the sun starts to set, the windows burst into color and suddenly the 
sanctuary is filled with gorgeous colored light.  It is an extraordinary sight and, when we 
resume indoor evening services for, say, Erev Rosh Hashanah or Kol Nidre or Simchat 
Torah, you should definitely should see it.  (One of the many casualties of the pandemic 
is that we generally haven’t had indoor evening services – except for last year’s High 
Holiday services, which only ten of us attended in person.)  The windows made me 
appreciate light and color in new ways.  They are breathtaking.

Speaking of Victor Ries, a few words about our artist.  He was born in Berlin in 1907.  
His father was British and his mother German, and when World War I began in 1914, 
Ries’s father was interned as an enemy alien and Ries and his siblings were expelled 
from school so Ries turned to art.  After the war, he enrolled in one of the most pres-
tigious art schools in Germany, where he became an accomplished metalworker, until 
Hitler came to power and all of the Jews in the school, including Ries, were expelled.  
Fortunately, Ries had a British passport from his father, so Ries left Germany and moved 
to Palestine, where he joined a group of German refugees who had been affiliated with 
the famous Bauhaus School in Germany.

After Ries’s house was destroyed in the fighting in Israel’s War of 
Independence, he moved to the United States and eventually ended up in 
Northern California.  Ries was recognized as an important artist and his 
metalwork was exhibited at the Jewish Museum in New York, the Magnes 
Museum in Berkeley, and the DeYoung Museum in San Francisco, among 
other places.  Today, some of his metalwork is on permanent display at the 
Oakland Museum.  Ries also taught at the California College of the Arts 
and Crafts in Oakland and at the College of Marin.

Ries eventually moved to the Reutlinger Community in Danville where  
he lived to the extraordinary age of 106.  If you want to know more  
about him, there’s a lovely film on Vimeo (which you can watch free)  
at http://vimeo.com/102866049.  It has some scenes of Ries talking about 
our sanctuary.
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TBA CHANUKAH PARTY

THE OMER 
We accept member submissions. 
Deadline for articles and letters is the sev-
enth of the month preceding publication. 

Editors in Chief Lisa Fernandez &
Rachel Dornhelm

Layout & Design Alden F. Cohen

Calendar Virginia Tiger

B’nai Mitzvah Editor Susan Simon

Help From People like you!

Cover Misia Nudler (pg. 11)

Copy Editor Jenny Rooney

Proofreaders Charles Feltman, Susan Simon, Debbie Spangler

Distribution Hennie Hecht-Zilverberg

Mailing Address 336 Euclid Ave. Oakland, CA 94610

eMail omer@tbaoakland.org

Advertising Policy: Anyone may 
sponsor an issue of The Omer 
and receive a dedication for 

their business or loved one. Contact us for details. We 
do not accept outside or paid advertising. 

The Omer is published on paper that is 
30% post-consumer fibers. 

Periodicals Postage Paid at Oakland, CA.  
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Omer, c/o 
Temple Beth Abraham, 336 Euclid Avenue, Oakland, 
CA 94610-3232.

© 2021. Temple Beth Abraham. 

The Omer (USPS 020299) is published by Temple Beth 
Abraham, a non-profit, located at 336 Euclid Avenue, 
Oakland, CA 94610; telephone (510) 832-0936. It is 
published monthly except for the months of July and 
August for a total of 10 issues per annum. It is sent as a 
requester publication and there is no paid distribution. 

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM is proud 
to support the Conservative 
Movement by affiliating with 
The United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism.

TBA FAMILY 
CHANUKAH

PARTY

CONCERT
WITH ISAAC

ZONES &
TRIO

December 5
2pm-4pm

at 
Temple Beth

Abraham

Crafts, latkes, music &
family fun!
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BET SEFER

Bet Sefer Happenings
By Susan Simon
I am filled with gratitude as slowly, almost imperceptibly, things are beginning to look more 
“normal” at Bet Sefer.  We still try to spend as much time outdoors as possible and try to 
minimize the amount of time we spend inside.  That means being cold sometimes and sitting 
on the cold ground, but at least we are together.

There were so many activities that we really missed while we learned on zoom.  Some of 
them are back and some not.  We continue to miss our yearly shopping trips for 4th, 5th and 
6th graders to buy food for the Alameda County Food Bank – transporting students in pri-
vate cars still seems too risky.  We sadly cancelled our annual Sukkot Festival – that was a 
really hard one because it is so much fun every year.  It would have meant all of the classes 
coming into close contact with each other as they changed activi-
ties and there was no way around having everyone touching the same 
objects, plus we would have had to come up with substitutes for the 
edible activities.  

On the bright side, there are lots of things that are back to normal, 
even if being done mostly outside.  In 5th grade, our students are 
learning the prayers of the Friday night service, albeit out on the lawn.  
And they still got to learn about Israel through a special program that 
we run that is kind of like a scavenger hunt – they have to find the 
answers to many questions as they wander around the exhibits and read 
about different topics.

Our 4th graders are doing all kinds of interesting activities as they 
practice their Hebrew and learn about prophets and holidays.  They 
got to learn about t’fillin as part of their unit on learning the V’ahavta 
which was lots of fun – thanks to Marshall Langfeld and Steve Steiner 
who help with this every year.

Our Mechina students are spending lots of time not only on Torah sto-
ries and holidays, but also on learning the Alef Bet – perhaps 
you have seen their chalk letters all over our walkways as they 
practice writing them.

All of our teachers are trying to play catch up after a crazy 
zoom year – everyone’s skills are a bit rusty but we are doing 
everything we can to catch up.  If you have a 5th or 6th grader, 
there are free one on one sessions on Sunday mornings with 
me to practice Hebrew and prayers – email me to sign up.

All in all, it is a pleasure to see our students leading t’fillah 
again and I can’t wait to see them at the end of the year as their 
knowledge soars.

BEGINNER ADULT HEBREW with Susan Simon 
Thursdays, Starting October 14th  

at 7:00pm via Zoom  
Contact susan@tbaoakland.org

ADULT EDUCATION with Susan Simon 
“A Taste of Text Study” Saturdays at 9am 

Contact Susan@tbaoakland.org  
for the Zoom link
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BET SEFER	

Latke Thankful
By Susan Simon
Enjoy these photos from the annual Latke frying fest for 
both the Bet Sefer Hanukkah parties as well as for the 
synagogue party, both of which are coming soon.  Our 
team made more than 1200 latkes all the while gabbing, 
getting to know each other, trading stories about their 
children and doing a fabulous mitzvah.  Thank you so 
much to our volunteers - you are the BEST!

The hugest thanks to Mary Odenheimer who has been 
spearheading this project for, we think, the past 17 years 
(we are ignoring our Covid hiatus).  Mary shops, prepares 
the batter, and has the best memory for how to 
do everything.  She is a gem!

Bible Cake
By Susan Simon
Our 6th graders made bible cake today.  Each year we 
give them a recipe but instead of the ingredients, there 
are references to bible verses, such as Jeremiah 3:20.  
Students have to figure out what the ingredients are.  The 
following week they actually make the cake and get to 
enjoy it.

Here are some photos from this year's cooking.
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GAN AVRAHAM

Gan Celebrates Chanukah
By Rachel Fenyves
This year Chanukah will start early. Just after we finish 
our Thanksgiving leftovers, it will be time to light our 
chanukiah. At the Gan we have already begun to prepare 
for the Festival of Lights. The Winter holiday offers much 
to explore. Chanukah themes we will touch on are light 
& darkness, miracles, bravery, justice, community, team-
work, and hope. The children are reconnecting with the 
symbols of Chanukah by spinning dreidels and adding 
candles to the chanukiah. To build on the theme of com-
munity and share our Chanukah light with each other, 
some of the classes will be creating Chanukah journals. 
The children will bring home journals they made and as a 
family they will document how they celebrate Chanukah 
at home. We look forward to learning about the many 
ways our friends celebrate with their family. 

The Gan wishes everyone at TBA a Chanukah Sameach! 
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COOKING CORNER

Cooking with Kids  
By Faith Kramer
Having children home on winter break can be a great 
time to have them help in the kitchen. Even preschoolers 
can help out (with supervision) and the right tasks and 
recipes. (After all, Gan students make and braid the chal-
lah every Friday!)
I remember my youngest standing on a step stool and 
using a plastic picnic knife to slice strawberries. Both 
boys enjoyed flipping through the photos in baking cook-
books and picking out recipes they’d like us to make 
together. Eventually they mastered simple recipes they 
could cook on their own and became accomplished kitch-
en helpers for larger projects.
Give a Jewish spin to your time in the kitchen with two 
children’s cookbooks with lots of ruach – the classic The 
Children’s Jewish Holiday Kitchen (by Joan Nathan) and 
the newly revised and re-released Junior Jewish Cook 
Book (updated by Marlena Spieler).
Nathan is the doyenne of Jewish cooking in America 
and her book offers 70 recipes with full menus geared 
to Shabbat and Jewish holidays. Recipes offer specific 
directions for what is child friendly and for when an 
adult should do the task, although experienced older pre-
teens could pretty much handle 
everything on their own. For 
Tu B’Shevat, the New Year of 
the Trees, Nathan has designed 
a menu for a challah with dried 
fruit, fruit salad, carrot tzimmes, 
and stuffed figs and dates. She 
also gives a recipe for a “Tree 
of Life Salad” and a fruit kugel.
The Junior Jewish Cookbook 
was first published in 1956 
and credited to Aunt Fanny (of 
whom not much is known and 
I suspect was a pseudonym) and this re-release keeps the 
charming graphics, simple recipes, and holiday layout, 
but Spieler has written a new introduction, updated some 
of the holiday write ups, and wrote the appendix on mod-
ern Jewish recipes children should enjoy and be able to 
help make, including a frozen chocolate bark with dried 
fruit for Tu B’Shevat and the recipes below for that old 
Eastern European standby noodles with cottage cheese 
below.  Spieler, who is the author of more than 70 cook-
books including several Jewish ones, offers the classic 
version she grew up with as well as the updated one that 
she made for her own family (try sprinkling a few table-
spoons of thinly sliced green onions on top of either ver-
sion for adults who might try this recipe, too).

BOWTIES AND COTTAGE CHEESE
Adapted from the Junior Jewish Cookbook

SERVES 4  

12 oz. bowtie (butterfly) pasta
2-3 Tbs. butter or as desired, room temperature
12 oz. cottage cheese
¼ tsp. salt, optional
¼ tsp. ground black pepper, optional

Adults should boil the pasta until it is cooked through 
but not soft and then drain. Place in in a bowl. Children 
should immediately mix in butter until melted and then 
stir in cottage cheese and salt and pepper (if using). Taste 
and add more salt and or pepper if desired. 

BUCKWHEAT SOBA 
WITH COTTAGE CHEESE 

AND PEAS
 Adapted from the Junior Jewish Cookbook

SERVES 4

12 oz. buckwheat soba
2-3 Tbs. butter (room temperature) or
olive oil as desired
½ cup frozen peas
12 oz. cottage cheese
¼ tsp. salt, optional
¼ tsp. ground black pepper, optional

Adults should boil the soba until it 
is just tender and then drain. Place 
in a bowl. Children should immedi-
ately mix in butter and peas until but-
ter is melted and peas are defrosted. 

Children then should stir in cottage cheese and salt and 
pepper (if using). Taste and add more salt and or pepper 
if desired.

Faith Kramer writes a food column for the j., the Jewish 
News of Northern California (https://www.jweekly.com/
author/faith-kramer/) and blogs her food at  
www.clickblogappetit.com.  
She is the author of the upcoming 52 Shabbats: Friday 
Night Dinners Inspired by a Global Jewish Kitchen  
(https://thecollectivebook.studio/52-shabbats).  
Contact her at fjkramer@msn.com. 
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WTBA COMMUNITY

WTBA Bringing Light: from Book Parties 
to Blood Drive
By Rachel Dornhelm
WTBA is very excited to launch Faith Kramer’s new 
cookbook: 52 Shabbats: Friday Night Dinners Inspired by 
a Global Jewish Kitchen. It will debut during an evening 
with the author on December 9th at 7 PM at TBA.

While we learn what inspired Faith to create this cook-
book, we will sample some of the recipes.  She will be 
signing your copy of her book...  and for those books 
ordered through this event, 20% will be going to the TBA 
schools.  Additionally participants will get to mix some 
global Jewish spice blends to take home during the event.

Any women of TBA who have not received a link to 
RSVP to the event/ preorder the book and anyone else 
with questions, please email handknit@gmail.com.

****

In November, WTBA gathered 
for its annual membership 
event. Twenty-five women 
gathered at TBA to craft, cook 
and enjoy each others’ com-
pany. We planted herb gardens, 
made sauerkraut and cre-

ated upcycled Hannukah wrapping paper and all around 
enjoyed the opportunity to be in each others’ in person 
company.

****

November also saw the revival of the TBA Blood Drive 
hosted by WTBA with the leadership of Kelsi Perttula. 
We had a hugely successful drive (see the pictures!) and 
look forward to doing it again with your support.

****

Coming in January: Our Tu B’Shevat event. 
Please watch your email!

Photos from the Blood Drive:

The Righteous, Courageous Gentile Rescuers
By Misia Nudler
The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous Gentiles was established in 1985 by Rabbi Harold Schulweis to fulfill the tra-
ditional Jewish Commitment “Hakaot Halovah,” the searching out and recognition of goodness.

Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Memorial in Jerusalem, is located on the Mount of Remembrance. The road leading to the 
building is called “The Avenue to the Righteous.” It is lined with trees planted in honor of the RIghteous Gentiles. Each 
tree bears a plaque telling about that person in whose honor the tree is planted and is written, “He who saved a single 
life; it is as he had saved the entire world” (from the Talmud).

Those Gentiles were courageous and noble, strongly believing in justice and freedom. The world must be grateful for 
their human caring. They knew they could be killed for what they did, yet in spite of personal danger, they gave a sense 
that the Jews were human beings.

The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous Gentiles provides monthly support to aged and needy rescuers in 20 countries 
along with national education programs. They also preserve the legacy of the Righteous, educators, teachers and students 
who learn and teach each other about the Holocaust.

Misia Nudler (Front Cover Artist) has been a TBA member for decades and is a Holocaust survivor. According to 
a recent article in the J. her current passions are reading, doing puzzles and most of all raising awareness about the 
Jewish Foundation for the RIghteous Gentiles. It supports rescuers like those who helped her and her sister while they 
were in hiding during the Holocaust. Misia’s art is on the cover of the Omer this month.
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MORNING MINYAN
Monday and Thursdays at 8am in the TBA 
Sanctuary. No RSVP - just join the group

KINDERGYM										   COMMUNITY

Welcome to Kindergym Toddlers 
with Dawn for Ones and Twos!!
By Dawn Margolin

As of Monday, November 15 at 10am onward we 
invite you to sign up for the Kindergym Winter 
Session.

Enjoy time here with your child, observe and 
engage in their Playing, Exploring, Learning and 
Connecting while they experience: 

Climbing, sliding, jumping, tunnels, rocking 
horses, painting, parachute play, bubbles, circle-
time, stories, songs and so much more!

One child/ One adult  Join us with: Children 
newly age one or older in January / Children still 
Under 3 yrs. on March 4, 2022

Health and Safety protocols will be observed. 
Our very, very large room is well ventilated and 
cleaned between classes. Adults must wear a 
mask and provide proof of vaccination (masks 
are not necessary for these very young ones and 
twos.

Each class will begin with TEN families as we 
open up on January 12, 13, 14. Please choose in 
order of preference from the following options: 

The Minyan
For the first time in 17 months since the begin-
ning of the pandemic the minyanires had breakfast 
together in the courtyard.

Join us for a lively one hour service every Monday 
and Thursday at 8 am in the sanctuary followed by 
breakfast in the main courtyard.

Please choose in order of preference from the following options:

Option Days Time Dates Price
1 WED 9:30am-

10:30am
1/12, 1/19, 1/26, 2/2, 
2/9, 2/16, 2/23, 3/2

$160

2 WED 11:00am-
12:00pm

1/12, 1/19, 1/26, 2/2, 
2/9, 2/16, 2/23, 3/2

$160

3 THU 9:45am-
10:45am

1/13, 1/20, 1/27, 2/3, 
2/10, 2/17, 2/24, 3/3

$160

4 THU 11:15am-
12:15pm

1/13, 1/20, 1/27, 2/3, 
2/10, 2/17, 2/24, 3/3

$160

5 FRI 9:30am-
10:30am

1/14, 1/21, 2/4, 2/11, 
2/18, 2/25, 3/4

$140

6 FRI 11:00am-
12:00pm

1/14, 1/21, 2/4, 2/11, 
2/18, 2/25, 3/4

$140

Step 1. Please email me with your Option/Class up to SIX pos-
sible choices in order of preference. I will confirm you for your 
AVAILABLE chosen spot.

Step 2. For your signing up, I will send you an email with a PayPal 
link embedded. As of Monday, November 15 at 10am and onward 
you may sign up for the Winter Session.

I am so excited to play with your family at Kindergym in my 39th 
year!!

Warmly,

Dawn Margolin

Kindergym Director

dawnie57@gmail.com

www.tbaoakland.org/education/kindergym
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	COMMUNITY	 DONATIONS MADE IN OCTOBER 2021

Bet Sefer Discretionary Fund
David & Treya Weintraub, in appre-
ciation of Lynn Langfeld's volun-
teering

David & Treya Weintraub, in honor 
of Ezra Graham's Bar Mitzvah

Ariella Jessel & Emily Geagan, pre-
paring for Bet Sefer school year

David Scharff & Gizelle Barany 

Gan Avraham 
Discretionary Fund 
Michael & Kathy Burge, in memory 
of Rachel Gordon & Samuel Burge

David Scharff & Gizelle Barany

High Holy Day Appeal 
General Fund 
Marc & Debra Barach
Ronn Berrol & Joan Korin
Andy Campbell & Rachel Dornhelm
Richard Charlesworth &  
Amy Moscov

Mitchell & Jennifer Creinin
Neil Goteiner & Nadine Joseph
Philip & Dina Hankin
Rick Heeger & Alice Hale

Robert & Irene Hepps
Ariella Jessel & Emily Geagan
Sheldon Kahn & Sarah Liron
Joseph Karwat & Stacy Month
Ariel & Abby Klein
Ruth Kleinman
JB Leibovitch & Judy Chun
Michael & Renee Marx
Joseph & Sheila Millman
Gregory & Ruth Morris
Dalia Nagel
Jeanne Ormsby
David & Ann Rapson
Jess & Shana Rigelhaupt
Max & Victoria Roman
Klaus-Ullrich Rotzscher
Allen Rubin, in memory of Ellen 
Rubin & Eileen Pachefsky

Judy Shalev
Stephen Steiner & Sarilee Janger
Stephen & Amy Tessler
Jerome & Beverly Turchin
Samuel Weissman
Benjamin & Jenette Woskow
Joseph Young & Rachel Goldstone

Steven & Victoria Zatkin

High Holy Day Appeal-
Endowment Fund 
Marc & Debra Barach
Richard Charlesworth & Amy 
Moscov

Neil Goteiner & Nadine Joseph
Philip & Dina Hankin
Rick Heeger & Alice Hale
Booker Holton & Elaine Gerstler
Joseph Karwat & Stacy Month
Ruth Kleinman
JB Leibovitch & Judy Chun
Angelina Levy
Sandy & Dawn Margolin
Michael & Renee Marx
Joseph & Sheila Millman
Gregory & Ruth Morris
Jeanne Ormsby
David & Ann Rapson
Jess & Shana Rigelhaupt
Max & Victoria Roman
David & Lori Rosenthal

Charity is equal in importance to all the other commandments combined.

Donations, cont. on page 14

First Light (Ohr)
By Obi Clark
The One and the First light
Same light of Sabbath that we call a delight, 
a nation of Kings/Queens, Priests /Priestess 
tasked to bring to the Nations this light
A reservoir of Torah to be absorbed,
Life's microcosms, macrocosms and chasms
to explore
Like satellites
round about they go
a pale orb and yellow orb,
but even they wasn't created till the fourth day
so was the music of the spheres 
their orbits time carousel round like the humble olive,
may HaShem oil
impress upon our spirits
the Hope
that sparked the festival of lights

Also included is a reference to the first light in midrash

“And God saw that the light was good.” It was the first 
of all Creation to have this special designation of “good.” 
According to Rabbi Elazar, in a midrash called Yalkut 
Shimoni, the light that God created on the first day was 
used by Adam to look from one end of the universe to the 
other. It was something extremely special.

Because of its uniqueness, its sanctity was more than 
a soon-to-be fallen world could handle. Therefore, the 
Torah tells us that “God separated the light from the dark-
ness.” The midrash explains that this separation was not 
merely an untangling of light from darkness, but its com-
plete removal. Where did this light go? The midrash tells 
us:

It is stored up for the righteous in the Messianic future, 
as it says (Isaiah 30:26), “Moreover the light of the 
moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the 
sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of the seven days.” 
(Genesis Rabbah 3:6)
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	DONATIONS	

Klaus-Ullrich Rotzscher
Allen Rubin, in memory of Ellen 
Rubin & Eileen Pachefsky

Judy Shalev
Susan Simon
Stephen & Amy Tessler
Benjamin & Jenette Woskow
Joseph Young & Rachel Goldstone
Steven & Victoria Zatkin

Temple Beth Abraham 
General Fund
Marcy Belfer, in memory of Reba 
Schechtman

Leon & Judy Bloomfield, in honor 
of Miri's bat mitzvah

Alysa Chadow & Brian Fisher
Keith & Marlene Dines, in memory 
of Florence Dines, Keith's mother

Louis & Lisa Goodman, in memory 
of Herbert S. Goodman

Booker Holton & Elaine Gerstler, in 
honor of George Lindenbaum

Booker Holton & Elaine Gerstler, in 
honor of Rabbi Bloom 

Dawn Kepler
Robert Klein & Doreen Alper, in 
honor of our grandson Akash 
Bornstein's Bar Mitzvah

Marshall & Lynn Langfeld, in mem-
ory of Andt Simonoff, Eric Leve's 
sister

Marshall & Lynn Langfeld, in mem-
ory of Cantor Richard Kaplan 

Marshall & Lynn Langfeld, in mem-
ory of Ruth Glaser, mom of Steve 
Glaser

Marshall & Lynn Langfeld, in 
memory of Simmie Baum, Amy 
Tessler's mom

Madeline Mendelsohn, in memory 

of Elana Blau from the family of 
Adele Mendelsohn

Ilya Okh, in memory of Nuta Okh
Barbara Oseroff, in memory of 
Cantor Kaplan

Alan S. & Eve O. Rosenfeld, in 
honor of the birthday of Marshall 
Langfeld

Sheldon & Barbara Rothblatt, in 
memory of Cantor Kaplan & 
Sheldon Rothblatt's brother, Ben

Nissan & Carol Saidian, in memory 
of Hezghia Saidian

Curtis & Adi Schacker, in honor of 
Elizabeth Simms' birthday

Curtis & Adi Schacker, in memory 
of our amazing, spiritual and wise 
Cantor Kaplan

Fred Stevenson & Judy Shewach, 
in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Sabrina and Benjie Strub's daugh-
ter,  Dahlia

Burton Polse Kiddush Fund
Sally Shore, in memory of  
Albert Shore 

Jack and Jeanette Jeger 
Kitchen Fund
Joel Piser & Jing Weng Hsieh, in 
memory of Frances Mae Piser 

Joel Piser & Jing Weng Hsieh, in 
memory of Monroe Mendel Piser

Allen Rubin, In memory of Ellen 
Rubin & Eileen Pachefsky

Minyan Fund
Daniel & Anne Bookin, in memory 
of Sonia Greenberg

Jerrold & Anne Levine, in memory 
of Charlene Eberhart

Mary & Isaak Tsifrin, in memory of 
Khana and David Tsifrin

Yom Ha Shoa Fund 
Samuel Tobin & Susan Bloch

Rabbi Bloom 
Discretionary Fund
Randall Baum, in memory of 
Simmie Baum

Helene Cohen, in memory of 
Shirley, Leonard, & 
Craig Goldberg

Jacqueline Cohen, in memory of 
Dr. James Cohen

Christine Dobrushin, in memory of 
Jack Dobrushin

David & Diane Feldhammer, in 
honor of Ruth Feldhammer's 
Bat Mitzvah

Allen & Lauren Goldstein, in honor 
of Rabbi Bloom's 55th birthday 
and Chai=life=18 

Allen & Lauren Goldstein, in 
memory of Morris Alder

Evelyn Hertz, in memory of 
Paul Hertz

Lisa Kossiver, wonderful High 
Holiday services, thank you!

John Rego & Deborah Kahane 
Rego, in memory of Cantor 
Richard Kaplan

Garret & Helen Romain, in memory 
of Max Levien and Dorothy Levien

Stephen Steiner & Sarilee Janger

Harold Rubel Music Fund
Marc & Debra Barach, in memory 
of Edith Denenberg

Mollie Hertz Interfaith 
Outreach Fund
Gerald & Ruby Hertz, in memory of 
Sarah Morofsky

Danielle and Deren Rehr-David 
Teen Fund
Jeff & Johanna Ilfeld, in memory of 
Art Sussman

Pola Silver Teen Holocaust 
Education Trip Fund
Marvin Cohen & Suzy Locke Cohen
David & Elaine Saffan, in memory 
of Paulette & Isaac Sevi

Rosebud and Ben Silver 
Library Fund
Allen Rubin, In memory of 
Ellen Rubin & Eileen Pachefsky

Use Amazon and TBA  
will receive a percentage 
Go to this link and enjoy 

your shopping!:

http://smile.amazon.com/ 
ch/94-1375793

Continued from page 13
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LIFE CYCLES

May God comfort you among all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem

December and January Yahrziets

27 - 29 Kislev
December 1 - 3
Betty Gordon Grinberg
Kalman Klein
Rita Melamerson
Israel Stamer
Samuel David Strongin
Robert S. Wallerstein
Ruben Curtin
Samuel Gevertz
Rabbi Phillip Langh
Sidney Winchell
Joseph Dorfman
Jack Gray
Paul Trof

30 KISLEV - 6 TEVET
December 4 - 10
David Freedman
Morris Gelfand
Jacob Kronrod
Raymond Naggar
Harold Reid
Jerrold Schoenblum
Melvin Silverman
Elliot Weinstein
Samuel Bernstein
Leslie Kessler
Morris Leavitt
Mark S. Bloom
Bessie Kvint
Robert Lopez
David Mehr
Ethel Mehr
Fannie Shapiro
Yitzhak Antebi
William Heeger
Davie Ormsby
Israel Rogers
Shirley Weiner
Frieda Zilverberg
Abraham Bercovich
Mendel H. Friedman
Blanche Jacobs
Jacob Kerbel
Norman Kleinman
Shirley Silverman Margolin
Benjamin Millman

Sam Silver
Josef Spiegel
Jacob Frydman
Sadelle Kilmen
William Malakoff
Alfred Month
Alice Rosenstein
David Rosenstein
Robert Sirull

7 - 13 TEVET
December 11 - 17
Helene Holeman
Yetta Lazerwitz-Miller
Richard Mailman
Goldie Steinberg
Michael Wallerstein
Doris Held
Minette Mogill
Norman Stone
Sheldon Bereskin
Rabbi Hayim Goren 

Perelmuter
Sarah Libby Reich
Jacob Bernstein
Miriame Pepin Dahan
Blemah Frankel-Jurman
Harold Charles Goldberg
Irving Grutman
George Hochman
David Lazar
Ben Nathan
Ramek Family
Rose Dancer
Irene Kahn
Ruth Eisenman
Lena Fass
Alfred Feldhammer
Abbey Rockmaker
Rose Rosenberg
Herman Zubkoff
Nathan Denenberg
Max Gross
Meyer Kranz
Mark Leon
Phillip Nathanson
Sally Simon 

14 - 20 TEVET
Dcecember 18 - 24
Arthur Braverman
Mary Brisky
Carolyn Sue Nightingale
Erna Pikarski
Paula Rotman
Tom Rotzscher
Randy Diamant
Gitta Schneider Elul
Joseph Gusfield
Betty Holloman
Irving Kingston
Louis Rosenberg
Anna D. Weinstein
Eugene Weiss
Sam Barnett
Murray R. Davis
Esther Isaacson
Becky Singer
Ethel Cohen
Howard Cohen
David Holeman
Les Leibovitch
Jay Michaelson
Abraham S. Couzin
Moises Itzkowich
Bernard David Laytner
Edwin H. Leuin
Rochelle Mason
Sydney Goldstein
Bessie Ranzer
Charlotte Resnick
Myra Sencer
David Bluer
Fred Brasch
Donald Brauer
Louis E Engleberg
Elias Herfield
Bela J. Klarman
Lew Menkes
Joseph Singerman

21 - 27 TEVET
December 25 - 31 
Shlomo Contract
Ida Cowan
Albert Eis

Minna Epstein
Edward Flick
Rheta Goldberg
Gussie Gross
Evelyn Harris
Louis Jacobs
Abraham Kreimerman
Dennis Polse
Moshe Shweky
Joel Irving Stein
Samuel Toas
Esther Wallis
Edith Worgold
Lawrence Kauffman
Isadore Lazar
Irina Partsuf
Jack Berger
Simon Cohen
Joseph Gold
Irma Gusfield
Frances King
Arthur J. Levine
Leonard Quittman
Beth Belzer
Sheldon Berrol
Ignatz Jacobs
Jewel Koletsky
Sarah Rosenthal
Isadore Rubin
Marion Stolusky
Maurice C. Stone
Bernice Dombowic
Sylvia Eckhaus
Carl Hirsch
Morris Silver
Bertha Frankel
Edith Kurtz
Debbie A. Nesbit
Michael R. Nesbit
Shirley Spillman
Anna Weintraub
Frank Glasser
Mae Golding
Louis Judson
Caroline Kaufmann
Ethel Louik
Leslie Turchin
Gertrude Zatkin



16

	LIFE CYCLES

28 TEVET - 5 SHEVAT
Janaury 1 - 7
Maggie Elitzer
Sofica Becker  

Herscu Mantel
William L. Stern
Herman Samuel Handloff
Dorothy Lavin
Juel Ephraim Fass
Benjamin Goor
Thomas Lee Hastings
Harry Karsh
Samuel Kay
Eliezer Nahary
Elwood Davidson
Morris Kessler
William Mandler
Marian Migdal
Harry Morofsky
Helen Siegel
Morris Silberman
Rose Cohen
Harriett Kaplan
Bertha Rabinowitz
Mani Saidian
Joseph W. Boston
Alice Cunningham
Henry G. DeLugach
Morris Nankin
Ethel Shaffer
Dr. Simon Haskell
Etta Kushner
Ely Langfeld
Inge Rosenthal
Esther Schulack
A. Arthur Sugerman, M.D.
Leo Wasserman

6 - 12 SHEVAT
January 8 - 14
Barbara Love  

Goldman Berdux
Mildred Karren
Nat Kaufman
Robert Morris
Miriam Nathanson
Betsy Rosenberg
Howard Rosenberg
Matthew Seamans

Tom Turchin
Alexander Dubrow
George Elber
Maurice Kerns
Rebecca Parker
Sid Rose
Marcus Zaslov
Margaret Ash
Rose Frey
Helen Hakim
Celia Veiss
Nathan Yeszin
Robert Dines
Ida Fass
Alex Kobuzatskiy
Stanley Levin
Grace Blue Ross
Malka Breslov
Victor Samuel Cohen
Yetta Engleberg
Herbert Goldstein
Robert Kruger
Linda O'Brien
Agnes Pencovic
Joe Zatkin
Sylvia Karsh
Betty Ray
Maurice Tobin
Ruth Zielenziger
Sarah Blumberg
Rae Fine
Sarah Herskowitz
Blanche Jacobs
Mollie Laub
Morris Rothman

13 - 19 SHEVAT
January 15 - 21
Aubrey Broudy
Dora Davis
Jennie Dickson
Joseph Jacobs
Moshe Naggar
Jean Kristal Rubin
Shoshanah Shoshani
Harford (Jack) White
Fanny Grey-Klein
Karl Plotkin

David Saidian
Mattie Wachsman
Marion Newman Wolf
Mary Leon
Harry H. Levine
Jacob Lobel
Zelda Rosenfeld
Pearl Coopersmith
Rabbi Ralph DeKoven
Lily Mary Fogelson
Rose Jacobovich
Max Levien
William Morofsky
Donna Goldfein
Sara Heber
Shirley Doris Hyman 
Klezmer
Dorothy Peterson
Beatrice Rehr
Phil Rotblatt
Goldie Shapiro
Barnett Epstein
Abraham Grutman
Celia Kaden
Freda Klarman
Moshe Sterenberg
Max Brick
Selma Jackson
Theo Joseph
Norbert Nemon
Harold Silberzweig
Ernest Weiner

20 - 26 SHEVAT
Janaury 22 - 28
Edward Friendly
Blanche Neuman
Lillian Raphael
Fay Schaefer
George Tabak
Adolph Wollner
Thomas W. Cain
Louis Feldman
Seymour Miller
Joseph Morvai
David Okh
Gertrude Yarman

Joel Carey
Jack Coulter
Joseph Grutman
Lawrence A. "Sonny" 

Singerman
Irwin Barany
Etty Bernstein
Eleanore Leon
Isaac Shatzkin
Lucille Tama
Mark Evan Cyprus
Harold Tott Frankel
Arlene Gillette
Ethel Engel
Gertrude Kingston
Carol G. Miller
Betty Mosko
Charles Somers
Irwin Weintraub
Jean Charlesworth
Alexis Falquier
Al Rothman
Allan Stone
Julian Wolf

27 - 29 SHEVAT
January 29 - 31
Samuel Bandel
Elizabeth Bernstein
Frieda Blatter
Hyman Brodke
Joseph Gould
Samuel Aaron Grinberg
Rose Hillman
Bernard Pollack
Milton Weiner
Leonard Wolf
Irving Goronkin
Shirley Gould
Samuel Jackson
Rose Kotz
Sam Wolf
Joseph Zuckerberg
Dorothy Glasser
Shirley Goldberg
Joseph G. Kay
Joseph Kvint
Melissa Anne Powers
Irma Robinson

Recent Deaths in Our Community

Molly Hersh, a member of TBA since 1955
Marie Lorenz
Sid Horwitz, brother of Andrea Share

Martin Rosenthal, father of David Rosenthal 
Michael Rapaport, father of Jaime Rapaport Barry

May their memory be for a blessing
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LIFE CYCLE

 Mazel Tov to: 

Max & Lauren Fleisher on the birth of their son, Amos

Welcome New Members 
Aron & Pearl Mizrahi. Children Grace & Lilah

It is a Jewish tradition to give contributions to  
commemorate life cycle events and other occasions. 
These tax-deductible donations are greatly appreciated 
and are a vital financial supplement to support the 
variety of programs and activities that we offer.
Thanks again for your support! We could not do it 
without you!

FUND CONTRIBUTION FORM
This contribution of $ ___________  is  
(check one)  ___  in Memory of  ___  in Honor of:
(Name) _________________________________________
Acknowledge________________________________
From: _____________________________________ 
To: ________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________
Please credit the fund checked below: 

☐ Temple Beth Abraham General Fund

☐ Leonard Quittman Endowment Fund

☐ Rabbi Bloom Discretionary Fund

☐ Bet Sefer Discretionary Fund

☐ Gan Avraham Discretionary Fund

☐ Burton Polse Kiddush Fund

☐ Minyan Fund

☐ Yom HaShoah Fund

☐ Jack and Jeanette Jeger Kitchen Fund

☐ Building Fund/Next Big Thing/Davis Courtyard

☐ Prayer Book Fund

☐ Rabbi Ralph DeKoven Camp Ramah Scholarship Fund

☐ Herman Hertz Israel Scholarship Fund

☐ Mollie Hertz Interfaith Outreach Fund

☐ Danielle and Deren Rehr-Davis Teen Fund

☐ Harold Rubel Memorial Music Fund

☐ Rosebud and Ben Silver Library Fund

☐ Pola Silver Teen Holocaust Education Trip Fund

☐ Sam and Shirley Silver Playground Fund

☐ Leo and Helen Wasserman Education/Cultural Fund

☐ Stevens Landscape and Maintenance Fund 

MEMORIAL PLAQUE 
Anyone wishing to purchase a memorial plaque, 

please contact the synagogue office at (510) 832-0936.  
If you do not know the location of a Memorial Plaque 
for your loved one, simply find the Memorial Plaque 

binder located on the back table in the Sanctuary. This 
book lists all Plaques in alphabetical order by the last 

name of the deceased and will be updated as new 
Plaques are hung. Please do not remove the binder 

from the Sanctuary. 

A LEGACY GIFT LASTS FOREVER
Include TBA in your Estate Planning so that your 

message to your family is loud and clear:

“The existence of Temple Beth Abraham is important 
to me and for the future of Jews in Oakland.”

Contact TBA’s Executive Director Rayna Arnold 
for further details  

(510) 832-0936 or rayna@tbaoakland.org.

You are never too young to plan for the future! 

Temple Beth Abraham Temple Beth Abraham Temple Beth Abraham 
AcceptsAcceptsAccepts   

Vehicle DonationsVehicle DonationsVehicle Donations   

WHY Donate:WHY Donate:WHY Donate:   
 Recycling your car saves energy and natural resources. 

 Proceeds from the sale of your car help support TBA.

 Your donation is tax-deductible even if it’s not running!

CONTACT: CONTACT: CONTACT: Rayna@TBAoakland.org  

or call the TBA office 510-832-0936 

WHAT can you donate:WHAT can you donate:WHAT can you donate:   
Cars, Trucks, Boats, Motorcycles and RV’s  

Free Pick up & DMV processing!! 
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