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DIRECTORY SERVICE SCHEDULE & ONGOING EVENTS

Friday Evening (Kabbalat Shabbat) 
Sanctuary and YouTube, 6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Morning 
"A Taste of Adult Text Study" 9:00am via zoom 

Shabbat Services begin at 9:30am 

Monday & Thursday Morning Minyan 
Morning Minyan 8:00am in the Chapel 

Wednesday  "Weekly Text Study"  
@ Paulista Brazilian Kitchen 9:00am 

BBYO – AZA&BBG 7:00pm

JUNE 2022
Candle Lighting Times (Fridays)
June 3	 8:09pm 
June 10	 8:13pm
June 17	 8:16pm 
June 24	 8:17pm 

Torah Portions (Saturdays)
June 4 Erev Shavuot \

Parashat Bamidbar
Shabbat Mishpacha 10:00am

Kiddush Sponsored by Allan & Bella Gordon
Family Shavuot Service with ice cream 6:15pm

Adult Shavuot Study Session 8:00pm
9:10pm Candle lighting

June 11                Parashat Nasso
Bat Mitzvah of Eva Katz

9:14pm Havdalah
June 18 Parashat Beha’alotcha

9:16pm Havdalah
June 25 Shabbat Mevarchim - 

Chodesh Tamuz  - Parashat Sh’lach
Kiddush Sponsored by 

Noam & Michelle Birnbaum for their Aufruf 
AND

Joe & Sheila Millman for their 50th Anniversary
9:18pm Havdalah

JUNE SPECIAL EVENTS
Friday, June 3 Gan Avraham 
graduation & all Gan family picnic 12:00 noon 
Sunday, June 5            Shavuot I Service 9:30am

Special Mah Jongg game 12:45pm Courtyard 
9:11pm Candle lighting
Monday, June 6                  Office closed 
                 Shavuot II service with Yizkor 9:30am

9:11pm Havdalah

GENERAL INFORMATION:  
All phone numbers use (510) prefix unless noted.

Mailing Address 336 Euclid Ave.  
Oakland, CA 94610

Hours Monday-Thursday 9am - 4pm
Friday 9am - 1pm  

Office Phone 832-0936
Office Fax 832-4930
E-Mail info@tbaoakland.org

STAFF
Rabbi (x 213) Mark Bloom
Cantorial Soloist/Hazzanit Yael Krieger
Gabbai Marshall Langfeld
Executive Director (x 214) Rayna Arnold
Office Manager (x 210) Virginia Tiger
Bet Sefer Director Susan Simon 663-1683
Gan Avraham Director Rachel Fenyves 763-7528
Bookkeeper (x 215) Paolo Gomez
Facilities Manager (x 211) Joe Lewis
Kindergym/ 
Toddler Program (on hold)

Dawn Margolin  
dawnie57@gmail.com

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD
President David Goodwin   510-655-0529
Vice President Garrett Schwartz   510-533-6910
Vice President Ann Rapson   510-612-2304
Vice President Stuart Zangwill  510-384-8363
Vice President Etta Heber   510-332-9925
Secretary Jason Edelstein   510-239-1102
Treasurer Peter Miller   510-652-7814
Immediate Past President Alice Hale

COMMITTEES & ORGANIZATIONS: If you would like to 
contact the committee chairs, please contact the 
synagogue office for phone numbers and email  
addresses. 

Adult Education Susan Simon
Chesed Heidi Bersin & Heike Friedman
Board of Trustees Jan Kessler
Film Series Paul Raskin
Finance Peter Miller
Gan Avraham 
School Committee Sheera Frankel

House Stephen Shub
Israel Affairs Ann Rapson
Membership Stacy Month & Ann Rapson
Men’s Club Bryan Schwartz
Omer see page 3
Personnel David Goodwin
Public Relations Lisa Fernandez
Ritual Marshall Langfeld
Schools Jessica Sterling
Social Action Jessica Sterling
Women of TBA Abby Klein
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SERVICE SCHEDULE & ONGOING EVENTS

AUGUST 2022
Candle Lighting Times (Fridays)
August 5	 7:56pm
August 12	 7:47pm (Tu B’Av)
August 19	 7:39pm
August 26	 7:29pm

Torah Portions (Saturdays) 

	 Shabat Chazon
Erev Tish’a B’ Av

Parashat Devarim
Kiddush Sponsored by Matt Jaffe and Lucia 

Macias for their Baby Naming 
8:55pm Havdalah

August 13	 Shabbat Nachamu
Parashat Vaetchanan

Kiddush Sponsor Bryan Schwartz and 
Gabi Marini in honor of Bryan's 50th 
Birthday 8:47pm Havdalah

August 20	 Shabbat Mevarchim
Chodesh Elul

Parashat Eikev
Bar Mitzvah of Elliott Zatkin 

8:38pm Havdalah

August 27	 Rosh Chodesh Elul
Parashat Re’eh

Bat Mitzvah of Leah Skiles
8:28pm Havdalah 

AUGUST SPECIAL EVENTS
Wednesday, August 10	

Gan visiting day for Kitah Alef 
First day of Gan for Kitah Bet and Gimmel

Thursday, August 11	
First day of Gan for Kitah Alef

Saturday, August 13	
Mah Jongg for all 12:45pm

Wednesday, August 17
Adult Hebrew Alef Bet class begins 7:00pm– 

to be held every Wednesday
Saturday, August 27	

Mah Jongg for all 12:45pm
Tuesday, August 30	

Bet Sefer Back to School BBQ

Saturday, June 11	
Monday, June 13	
Wednesday, June 15	

Mah Jongg for all 12:45pm 
GASP Session 1 begins 
Red Cross Blood Drive 

Friday, June 24	
12:00 noon

Tot Shabbat 4:45pm

JULY 2022
Candle Lighting Times (Fridays)

July 1 8:17pm
July 8	 8:16pm 
July 15	 8:13pm
July 22	 8:08pm 
July 30 (Rosh Chodesh Av) 8:02pm 

Torah Portions (Saturdays) 

July 2	 Parashat Korach
Sponsored by the Minyan Fund in honor of the 
principle participants (the Minyanaires)

9:17pm Havdalah
July 9	 Parashat Chukat

9:16pm Havdalah
July 16	 Parashat Balak

9:13pm Havdlah
July 23	 Shabbat Mevarchim

Chodesh aVe
Parashat Pinchas

9:08pm Havdalah
July 30	 Parashat Matot-Masei

Israeli Consul General to speak at Service
9:02pm Havdalah 

JULY SPECIAL EVENTS
Monday, July 4	 Gan and office closed for 

4th of July
Tuesday, July 5	 GASP Session 2 begins
Saturday, July 9	 Mah Jongg for all 

12:45pm Chapel Courtyard
Monday, July 18	 GASP Session 3 begins
Saturday, July 23          Mah Jongg for all 12:45pm 

Monday, July 25  Rosh Chodesh Meeting 10:30am
Thursday, July 28                            TBA Book Club 

4 3 2 1 7:30pm via zoom
Friday, July 29	 Last Day of GASP for the 

summer 
Tot Shabbat 4:45pm 
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	EDITOR'S NOTE	

THE OMER 
We accept member submissions. Deadline for articles and letters is the seventh of the month preceding publication. 

Editors in Chief Lisa Fernandez & Rachel Dornhelm

Layout & Design Alden F. Cohen

Calendar Virginia Tiger

B’nai Mitzvah Editor Susan Simon

Help From People like you!

Cover Misia Nudler

Copy Editor Jenny Rooney

Proofreaders Charles Feltman, Susan Simon, Debbie Spangler

Distribution Hennie Hecht-Zilverberg

Mailing Address 336 Euclid Ave. Oakland, CA 94610

eMail omer@tbaoakland.org

Advertising Policy: Anyone may 
sponsor an issue of The Omer 
and receive a dedication for 

their business or loved one. Contact us for details. We 
do not accept outside or paid advertising. 

The Omer is published on paper that is 
30% post-consumer fibers. 

Periodicals Postage Paid at Oakland, CA.  
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Omer, c/o 
Temple Beth Abraham, 336 Euclid Avenue, Oakland, 
CA 94610-3232.

© 2021. Temple Beth Abraham. 

The Omer (USPS 020299) is published by Temple Beth 
Abraham, a non-profit, located at 336 Euclid Avenue, 
Oakland, CA 94610; telephone (510) 832-0936. It is 
published generally on alternate months except for the 
summer for a total of 6 issues per annum. It is sent as a 
requester publication and there is no paid distribution.

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM is proud 
to support the Conservative 
Movement by affiliating with 
The United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism.

Teaching kindergarteners 
is a joy
By Lisa Fernandez
I have been teaching Bet Sefer for about a 
decade. I’ve tutored students in chanting 
Hebrew, I instructed 1st graders last year 
on Zoom and have helped out with sixth 
graders teaching Judaic students.

And this year, I had the great joy of 
teaching Mechina.

My own children are now teenagers and 
until this year, I had forgotten the wonders 
of kindergarten. 

I forgot that 5-year-olds hug you spontane-
ously and say “I love you,” as they wrap 
their arms around your legs in a  
tight embrace.

I forgot that many kindergartners can’t 
put on their kippot clips without help – 
and that if you don’t jump into help right 
away, some might actually figure it out  
for themselves. 

And I forgot how much kindergartners 
love to learn. 

Our class learned the entire Hebrew 
alphabet this year and each week, the kids 
would draw beautiful letters outside on 
the sidewalk in chalk – a hidden benefit to 
outdoor learning during coronavirus. The 
temple campus always looked more cheer-
ful with their colorful drawings and  
excellent penmanship.

The children learned the Mah Nishtanah 
and much to my amazement, the entire 
verse of what Ruth said to Naomi: 
“Wherever you go, I will go….” 

They learned about Solomon’s wisdom 
and that the highest form of tzedakah is 
giving someone a job. 

And I re-learned that kindergarteners are 
amazing students and perhaps the best 
grade to teach! 

I’ll be teaching Mechina next fall. 
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FROM THE RABBI

Get Yourself a Teacher

רֵבָח ָךְל הֵנְקוּ ,בַר ָךְל הֵׂשֲע ,רֵמוֹא הָיְחַרְּפ ןֶּב ַעֻׁשוֹהְי
Yehoshua ben Perachia said, get yourself a teacher, and 

acquire for yourself for a friend. --Pirke Avot 1:6

Pirke Avot, the collection of pithy sayings by our rabbinic sages, places a high value on 
good teachers, putting it even before friendship.  I consider myself very lucky to have 
learned from some great teachers in my many years of education, including during rabbini-
cal school at Hebrew Union College and at Northwestern University as an undergrad and 
grad student. 

But probably the best teacher I have ever had was in High School, Dr. Philip Fisher, who 
I had for English in both my 9th and 11th grade years. I still think regularly about three 
powerful lessons he taught us.

The first, via D. H. Lawrence, is the difference between negative and positive freedom, 
Negative freedom, or freedom from, refers to the kind of freedom a slave or a rebel 
desires.  When one is enslaved by a taskmaster, as the Israelites were in the land of Egypt, 
they want to be freed from their tasks, from bondage, from cruelty. Positive freedom or 
freedom to, in sharp contrast to freedom from, means freedom to live life, not just escape 
from it, freedom to build a new society, not just rebel against it, freedom to express a reli-
gion, not just flee from it.  I think about this lesson every year during the Omer, since the 
former is essentially the kind of freedom we celebrate at Pesach, while the ladder is some-
thing we celebrate at Shavuot, when we receive the Torah.

The second lesson comes from the William Butler Yeats poem, “The Second Coming.” 
This poem talks about how the falcon cannot hear the falconer and how the center cannot 
hold. With Biblical allusions to Isaiah and Malachi, while we wait for a great day of the 
Messiah coming (the second coming in Christianity, the first in Judaism), Yeats alludes 
to the idea that the day of awesomeness is awesome not in the sense of goodness, but 
of destruction and terror. Yeats is alluding to the very words of the Haftarah chanted on 
Shabbat Hagadol, the Shabbat before Passover.

Finally, Dr. Fisher used to tell us that our goal in life should be to do what he called “con-
jure up our synthesis.” What he meant by this was that, utilizing what we learn in life, we 
should find our purpose. I would add the word sacred to that notion.

He taught them so powerfully that I still think about them, utilize them, and even live by 
them. So I called him recently and thanked him. We discussed the literature, the Torah, 
and our lives. And he was so appreciative that I called him to tell him that his lessons had 
stuck with me for life. 

So if you have such a teacher in your life, give them that same gift. Call them and thank 
them. It’s what they do it for. It doesn’t have to be a Jewish lesson or a profound lesson. 
Just tell them that their teaching meant something to you. And, if you don’t have such a 
teacher, well, follow the advice of Rabbi Yehoshua, and “get yourself a teacher.”

L’shalom,

Rabbi Mark Bloom

WEEKLY TEXT STUDY with Rabbi Bloom
Wednesdays at 9am  

Contact rabbibloom@tbaoakland.org 
for the location
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

An Extraordinary Teacher
By David Goodwin
I have had a number of excellent teachers over the years, including our own Susan 
Simon, who is so skilled a teacher that I could not stop smiling the first time I took a 
class from her, and Professor William (Ze’ev) Brinner, of blessed memory, the Chair of 
the Near Eastern Studies Department at UC Berkeley (and a TBA member).  But I want 
to devote this column to Nakdimon Doniach, who was my tutor for two years, devoting 
countless hours of personal instruction in an attempt to teach me the finer points of bib-
lical Hebrew.

Mr. Doniach (and I should say that I knew him for twenty years and never called him by 
anything else, although his contemporaries addressed him as Naky) was born in London 
in 1907, the son of two Russian Jews.  His father, Aaron Doniach, had been arrested 
and imprisoned by the Russian secret police while on the way to a memorial service for 
Theodor Herzl.  After escaping to Britain, Aaron set up the school system for Jewish 
girls in the East End of London and taught Arabic at the School of Oriental Studies 
at London University. His mother, Rahel Chaikin, was a poet and a friend of Chaim 
Nahman Bialik, perhaps the greatest Hebrew poet since the Middle Ages, and of the 
Zionist philosopher Ahad Ha-Am.

Mr. Doniach was an extraordinary linguist.  He started his higher education at King’s 
College, London, where he majored (to use the American term) in Hebrew, Greek 
and Latin. At the same time he studied Rabbinic Hebrew at Jews’ College, London 
University, and Arabic at the School of Oriental Studies. After two years at London he 
won a scholarship to Wadham College, Oxford, which at the time was the most intel-
lectual of the 27 Oxford colleges then in existence.  At Oxford, he studied Hebrew and 
Arabic but also won prizes in Aramaic and Syriac as well as a scholarship in Sanskrit.  
Like many educated Englishmen of the time, he was fluent in French and German as 
well.

After Oxford, he spent ten years in London as a scholar and rare book dealer but his life 
took a 180 degree turn when World War II broke out in 1939.  Mr. Doniach joined the 
Royal Air Force, which recognized his linguistic talents and sent him to Bletchley Park, 
the place where the British broke the German naval code, which played a huge role in 
defeating the Nazis.  At the end of the war, he officially became a civil servant but in 
fact he was a British spy, eventually becoming the head of the foreign language section 
of the secret service where he oversaw work in Russian, Chinese, and other languages.  
He told me that what he enjoyed the most was figuring out the meaning of words that 
weren’t yet in the dictionary in documents captured from the Russians.

After retiring in the early 1970s, he moved back to Oxford, where he wrote dictionar-
ies, including the Oxford Russian, Arabic, and, shortly before his death in 1994, Modern 
Hebrew dictionaries.  And once in a great while, he agreed to tutor an undergraduate.  I 
was one such undergraduate.

What did I learn from two years studying with Mr. Doniach?  Well, first, that I am not 
very good at foreign languages and really should stick with English (so I became a law-
yer rather than a Hebrew scholar).  Second, that the best way to learn about the past is to 
study original texts, and when you study texts, the words matter.  So you have to focus 
on the text and parse through it until you understand what the drafter was trying to say.  
His lessons on texts have helped me immensely in my legal career.  Third, that academic 
tasks that seem obscure can actually be fun – writing essays in biblical Hebrew turned 
out to be a great pleasure.  And, finally, that teaching, at any age, is a mitzvah.  I have 
never enjoyed studying with anyone as much as I enjoyed studying with Nakdimon 
Doniach and no teacher has ever taught as much.  May his memory be for a blessing. 
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ARTIST												   BET SEFR
About the Cover Artist - Misia Nudler
“Memory of my Lost Little Town” 2022

20”x14 1/4”    Graphite/ Acrylic on Paper

I grew up a happy child with wonderful parents and family; I still miss 
them dearly. Although I lived through the Holocaust, these memories are 
still with me and bring out the best in me. 

When I started school, I dreamed of being a teacher, which I greatly 
admired.  My dear Mom always had faith in me and said, “Mishale, 
when you will grow up, I am sure you will be a good teacher.”

But my destiny was different. After the war, I married a wonderful 
man in a DP camp; we came to the USA- to Oakland and had our fam-
ily. We were so lucky to have family present; and we joined the TBA 
Synagogue and made many dear friends. 

As a free person, I devoted myself to doing outstanding volunteer work, 
showing that the best quality in a person is to be giving of yourself to 
others. My dream came true….I became a teacher…I was “teaching” 
about humanity. 

— Misia Nudler

Bet Sefer Wrapup: Learning 
Doesn’t Have to End Over 
the Summer
By Susan Simon
By the time you are reading this, Bet Sefer 
will have concluded for the year. It’s been 
a great year mostly because we are back 
together in person, but I have to admit, I 
need a rest, as do my teachers.  As do the 
students.  Yet, while the students and their 
parents won’t be hanging around TBA so 
much during the summer, that doesn’t mean 
the Jewish learning should stop.

For quite a few years now we have had 
a Summer Literacy Program for the stu-
dents.  The younger ones are encouraged 
to keep track of the Jewish acts that they 
do throughout the summer.  They have a 
cute chart to fill in and if they fill in all 30 
squares, plus draw pictures about 5 Jewish 
books they or their parents have read to 
them over the summer, then they enjoy 
a cupcake decorating/eating party when 
they return to school.  The idea is to keep 
“doing” Jewish in their daily lives.

For the older students, they have a little 
homework to keep their Hebrew reading 

and comprehension skills sharp over the 
summer.  And if they do really well on their 
start of the year quiz, they, too, get to enjoy 
the cupcake party.  Both of these programs 
are voluntary – no one has to participate if 
they don’t want to.  Of course, it’s really 
important to me that they participate.  But 
is that enough?

Ideally, we would all be engaging in daily 
Jewish learning, children and adults alike.  
But our secular lives are important, too and 
the Jewish learning will be there whenever 
we are ready.  We are all on a Jewish learn-
ing journey.  Perhaps this summer you 
can select a small learning goal and try to 
stick with it for the entire summer months.  
Reading Jewish books, making it a point to 
light Shabbat candles and recite the bless-
ings, making it a habit to give tzedakah reg-
ularly – all of these acts and more tell those 
around you, children and adults, that you 
value Jewish practice and learning.  If your 
child is a Bet Sefer student, for a small 
donation to TBA, I offer Hebrew tutoring 
practice sessions if you want to keep their 
skills fresh.  There are so many ways to 
engage at any age.  Find your own path, 
keep your own journey vibrant.  Share with 
others.  It’s the best part of our community. 
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GAN AVRAHAM   								   COMMUNITY
What I’ve learned in my time as a Gan Student
By Rachel Fenyves
The Gan June article is dedicated to our Kitah Gimmel students who will be moving on to new adventures as of June 3rd. 
Most of them have been here for three years and some for two or one. These students have had a unique Gan journey. 
Those who started off in our Kitah Alef class were able to begin their Gan experience in a pre-pandemic world. Then 
they adjusted to a new normal in their Kitah Bet year, by learning how to wear a mask and how to help keep themselves 
and friends safe from germs. As difficult as that year of the pandemic was, the children thrived at the Gan. Now their 
final year is ending and things have begun to lean towards normal-ish. No matter what has gone on in the world around 
them, these Kitah Gimmel children have all learned something valuable from their time at the Gan. Some of the children 
shared their answers with me to the question, “What is one thing you have learned during your time at the Gan?”

Levi – “I kind of know everything about G-d. And learning how to 
write.”

Laila – “Boker Tov, to say in Hebrew, good morning.”

Otto – “Salaam means Peace in Arabic.” 

Xavier – “Math. 90 + 90 = 180”

Miri – “I learned how to share and how sharing is important.”

Lexi – “Being nice is important.”

Kaia – “I learned to have courage. Courage is doing something even 
though it’s scary.”

Avi – “I learned not to talk when somebody else is talking.”

Yael – “I learned to not yell when teachers are talking.”

Dani – “I learned how to be a good friend.”

Liora – “Not saying potty words.”

Jacob – “Stay in your own late on the swings and only two people on 
the swings.”

Nico – “New songs.”

Nathan – “We count how many friends in English and Hebrew.”

Ella – “The Gan taught me that “teamwork makes the dream work” and I like when my friends are on my team. And it’s 
always better to say, “yes, please” and “no, thank you” because those are kind words.”

Mazel tov to TBA member 
Dara Pincus!
Dara has been selected as a 2022 Wexner Heritage Fellow 
for the San Francisco Bay Area cohort. Congratulations 
on the well-deserved honor! From the Wexner Heritage 
Program website:

“The mission of the Wexner Heritage Program is to 
expand the vision of Jewish volunteer leaders, deepen 
their Jewish knowledge and confidence and inspire  
them to exercise transformative leadership in the  
`Jewish community.”

Thank you for another great Wetlands 
Restoration Day
On Sunday, March 27, Temple Beth Abraham returned 
to the Martin Luther King Jr. Regional Shoreline Park in 
Oakland to resume our annual Wetlands Restoration Day 
with Save the Bay. We amassed some impressive stats, 
pulling 160 pounds of wild oat, a non-native species, 
cleaning 500 planting pots because sometimes the soil can 
carry a virus that hurts native seedlings, and picking up 
So Much Garbage, particularly tiny pieces of styrofoam, 
bottle caps, plastic straws and stirrers. We hope you'll join 
us next year! If you'd like more information, contact Jody 
London, oaklandjody@gmail.com
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	B'NAI MITZVAH   COMMUNITY

Rennen McSwain Pincas - May 14, 2022
My name is Rennen McSwain Pincas and I am in 6th Grade at Contra Costa Jewish Day 
School in Lafayette.  My family and I have been members of Temple Beth Abraham since 
we relocated from Israel to the Bay Area six years ago, when I was 7 years old.  

My favorite activities are basketball, track & field, downhill skiing, and swimming. In 
addition, I love to spend time hanging out with my friends and my dog & cat.  I am 
thankful for the strong community my family has built here in the Bay Area in the past 6 
years and am grateful to have Bar Mitzvahs in Jerusalem and the Bay Area. Both Israel 
and America are my home and part of my identity, so it will be meaningful to celebrate in 
both places.

My Torah portion is Emor which is part of the book of Vayikra - Leviticus, Chapters 21 
to 24.  My d’rash will focus on the prohibition against desecrating G-d’s name.

B'
na

i M
itz

va
h

Leah Skiles - August 27, 2022
Hi, my name is Leah Skiles. I am a rising 8th grader at Contra Costa Jewish Day 
School. I have been a part of the TBA community my whole life, starting with pre-
school at the Gan.

When I’m not studying for my Bat Mitzvah I like to go shopping with my friends,  
play my violin in the Muse Vivo orchestra, go on roller coasters, play volleyball, and 
figure skate!

My Torah portion is called Re’eh and comes from the Book of Deuteronomy Chapters 
15 and 16. It is about some of the laws of the sabbatical year, which occurs every 
seven years, including forgiving loans and helping those in need.

Hope to see you at my Bat Mitzvah!!!

Ba
t M

itz
va

h

My Jewish Education
By Charles Feltman
When I was nine years old my father decided it was time, 
albeit rather late, to begin my Jewish education - The 
impetus here was probably finding that my Episcopalian 
summer camp had all campers at church service every 
Sunday :-)

Where we lived in Manhattan, three Synagogues were 
within walking distance so the next three Saturday morn-
ings we attended Orthodox, Reform, and Conservative 
services in that order.  These visits were instructive 
because I came with an open mind and no prior experi-
ence.

As I had never even heard Hebrew before this, the 
Orthodox service that first Saturday was totally unset-
tling.  By comparison the next week the Reform service 

(remember this was 1951) resembled my summer camp 
church experience and since I already knew a few kids 
there it was a comfortable experience.

My last visit was to a very small Conservative synagogue 
in a pair of rooms in an office building.  Most of the ser-
vice was in Hebrew but their siddur had English as well 
as Hebrew and I was warmly welcomed by the dozen men 
already there.  After hearing the D’rash from the rabbi, 
my choice of their Conservative Hebrew School was easy. 
I could choose Shabbat service attendance over Sunday 
School along with Hebrew classes during the week.

My father was surprised because he expected me to 
choose Reform based on my clear comfort with that ser-
vice. However my preference was based on the belief that 
I would learn more from a scholarly rabbi even though 
my Hebrew learning curve would be longer. I have never 
regretted my choice.
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WTBA	 BOOK CLUB

Lag B’Omer, Walk to Shul and more 
to come with WTBA 
By Rachel Dornhelm
WTBA was set to finish out with a Lag B'Omer event this 
year. Sadly, due to the COVID surge we had to cancel but 
got lots of great ideas for celebrating the holiday in years 
to come.

On April 30, we organized a Walk to Shul event to bring 
attention to the importance of using alternate forms of 
transportation to cars and to celebrate a traditional way of 
getting to synagogue. Thanks to all who walked, includ-
ing the crew who did the North Oakland/Rose Garden 
route (pictured Kessler family, Jody London, Campbell 
family).

Looking ahead, WTBA is hosting another blood dona-
tion drive at TBA June 15, 11-5. Appointments are avail-
able by going to https://redcrossblood.org/ and entering 
TBAOAK in the top-left "Find a Blood Drive" box. 

Finally, WTBA is excited to announce our board for next 
year.

Jill Oggeri, Co-President

Abby Klein, Co-President

Jeanne Korn, Treasurer

Sabrina Berdux Cohen, Secretary

Jessica Kessler, School Liaison

Rachel Goldstone, Social Action

Karen Kelley, Co-Membership

Mala Johnson, Co-Membership

Valerie Milner, Marketing

Faith Kramer, At Large

Shayna Hirschfield Gold, At Large

We look forward to seeing you when we resume our pro-
gramming in the fall.  Have a great summer everyone!

How Can I Help? 
Looking back on streaming TBA with Josh Mailman
TBA member Josh Mailman was the driving force behind 
getting TBA services online after the COVID lockdown 
started in Spring 2020. He sat down with the Omer for a 
Q and A to discuss how he got involved and what it has 
been like taking services and events online.

While the idea of streaming services and events from TBA 
seems so natural now, how were you able to get this going 
so quickly after lockdown began?

For several years prior to the pandemic, I had been 
streaming medical and patient conferences I had been 
attending. Many of them are small events where the 
knowledge would never be shared. The patient nonprofit 
I run for the rare form of cancer I have invested in small 
lightweight cameras that I could travel with so that I could 

TBA Book Club - Join us!
The TBA book club will meet on Thursday, July 28th 
at 7:30 via Zoom. We will be discussing the novel, "4 3 
2 1," by Paul Auster. The hard cover is 866 pages.The 
book was published in 2017 and is easy to borrow from 
the library. It is available in multiple formats. If you 
are unable to find it in your local library, Link + shows 
that 44 libraries have copies of the book and it can be 
ordered. 

4 3 2 1, by Paul Auster

Named a Best Book of the Year by 
The Washington Post, The New York 
Times Book Review, NPR, The Globe 
and Mail, Kirkus Reviews, Huffington 
Post, and The Spectator UK

Paul Auster’s greatest, most heartbreak-
ing and satisfying novel―a sweeping 
and surprising story of birthright and 
possibility, of love and of life itself. 

Nearly two weeks early, on March 3, 1947, in the  
maternity ward of Beth Israel Hospital in Newark, New 
Jersey, Archibald Isaac Ferguson, the one and only child 
of Rose and Stanley Ferguson, is born. From that single 
beginning, Ferguson’s life will take four simultaneous 
and independent fictional paths. Four identical Fergusons 
made of the same DNA, four boys who are the same boy, 
go on to lead four parallel and entirely different lives. 
Family fortunes diverge. Athletic skills and sex lives 
and friendships and intellectual passions contrast. Each 
Ferguson falls under the spell of the magnificent Amy 
Schneiderman, yet each Amy and each Ferguson have a 
relationship like no other. Meanwhile, readers will take  
in each Ferguson’s pleasures and ache from 
each Ferguson’s pains, as the mortal plot of each 
Ferguson’s life rushes on.
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COMMUNITY

Photo of Josh Mailman, wife Juliette Linzer and son Eli Mailman

stream and do interviews wherever I was in the world. 
Needless to say, when the pandemic hit in March 2020- 
my traveling stopped.

When the Rabbi put out the message we have no idea 
how but we’re going to try to live stream Purim [in 
March 2020]. I sent him a quick email …, I know some-
thing about this, how can I help. (The question that gets 
me in the most trouble is “how can I help?”) So we live-
streamed Purim and it was fantastic and then literally on 
Friday, it was lockdown time. The Rabbi said, “Would 
you be comfortable coming - just you and me - and doing 
this?” And that’s how it started.

Sometimes it gets challenging, say, the high holidays 
with 5 Torah stations or erev simchat torah when we had 
3 cameras rotating around. The Rabbi, Joe, and I have 
worked to make the streaming much more stable with a 
wired connection in the sanctuary and permanent high 
gain wifi in the courtyard which helps. 

This all came out of the simple question. “How can I 
help?”

What kind of help do you need most now in 
this endeavor?

For the most part, it’s a single camera and we need some-
one comfortable operating tablet controls as I can not 
always be available. While the rabbi can run the stream it 
would be great to train others as well. It may be interest-
ing to 16-18-year-olds who are interested in video pro-
duction, or just someone who wants to learn something 
new and contribute to the community. It’s a great way 
to start and learn what’s going on. Anyone interested in 
assisting could reach out to the rabbi. 

What have been the biggest surprises?

The number of people who have said, this is my lifeline 
to the community is staggering. With the high holidays in 
2021, we’ve had over 10,000 views of the stream. What’s 
more amazing to me is we had 5,100 unique individual 
viewers, much larger than the congregation. We got 
picked up virally and gained many subscribers. 20% of 
our traffic is outside the US. 35% of views are over the 
age of 65. 25% are between 55 and 65. We’re connecting 
to the community in ways we didn’t think about before.

Are there any particularly touching moments that have 
stood out to you?

The bar and bat mitzvahs are the most telling. We had 
several where families would have come from all over the 
world but they were cut off. Seeing the notes that come in 
on the stream from a grandparent talking about what their 
grandchild just did, or praise from an aunt for their niece, 
being able to provide for this is touching and awe-inspir-
ing. With the press of a button, you can help people.

At the same time, unfortunately, with that access, you 
get things like what happened on Rosh H’Shannah when 
we went viral [comments included anti-semitic slurs]. 
When it happens it reminds you that the world still needs 
work. Really we’ve streamed hundreds of times and only 
a handful of negative experiences (comments or phishing 
links). 

What are some of your reflections looking back on all 
these live streams?

We’re all looking for a sense of community. I run a sup-
port group in my professional life and I changed the 
name from “support group” to “community.” Community 
became a lot harder in the pandemic, and anything we 
can do to bring the community back together is hugely 
impactful. The streaming skills I have are hugely impact-
ful, but all have skills that can bring the community back 
together. When I do cancer talks, I say this a lot: “not 
all of us can give a million dollars, but all of us can give 
something, whether that’s money, time, knowledge.” 
What I contribute might be unique but we as a com-
munity can continue to contribute in awe inspiring ways 
and I’m inspired we continue to keep this community 
together. I saw a lot of non-profits shut down during the 
pandemic because they couldn’t keep together. But this 
has kept TBA together and grounded. Why I do it most 
Friday nights is because it’s what’s kept me grounded. 
Sooner or later I’ll learn the whole service [laughs].
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	NEW TBA BOARD MEMBERS
2022 TBA Board Bios
The following Board members were confirmed for the 
coming year. Mazel Tov!

Noam Birnbaum is celebrating his 
20th year as a member of the Temple 
Beth Abraham community. He 
served a prior two-year term on the 
Board of Directors and, prior to 
COVID, was a frequent Shabbat 
morning service leader. He’s the 
founder and CEO of Ignition, an IT 

technical support consultancy. He’s currently planning his 
second wedding and is always trying (in vain) to get his 
two children (who are completing 7th grade at CCJDS) to 
eat their greens. He’s excited to return to Board service to 
find new ways to support our beautiful, vibrant syna-
gogue community. 

Amber Hyman is entering her first 
year as board member. Amber and 
her husband Ben have been TBA 
members for 5 years, and they have 
2 children: 4-yr-old Eliya (currently 
in the Gan) and almost-2-yr-old Kobi 
(joining the Gan in August). Amber 
works in vaccine research at Kaiser 
Permanente and is passionate about 

public health. When she isn't chasing kids around, she 
enjoys organizing get-togethers and cooking for family 
and friends. She has enjoyed engaging with the TBA 
community and looks forward to the opportunity to con-
tribute in a meaningful way.  

Drew Kessler: I am a proud 4th 
generation Temple Beth Abraham 
member and a former Gan gradu-
ate myself. After some years in Los 
Angeles and Philadelphia, my wife, 
Jessica, and I moved back to the Bay 
area in 2014. After engaging with 
TBA’s Jewish education programs as 
a child, it was meaningful to begin 

study again as an adult. I deepened my connection with 
TBA, while experiencing the Intro to Judaism course with 
Jessica to support her conversion under Rabbi Bloom’s 
guidance. We now have a Gan graduate, a current student, 
and another joining in the fall and love engaging with a 
variety of TBA events throughout the year. 

With deep roots in the Bay and Temple Beth Abraham, I 
look forward to continuing to give back to the TBA com-
munity that has given me and my family so much over 
the years.

Elizabeth Klein: I grew up in 
the Jewish community in the East 
Bay (Bat Mitzvah-ed at Beth El in 
Berkeley), and my husband Jacob 
and I joined the TBA community 
in 2013. Our daughter Judith is a 
Gan graduate and current Bet Sefer 
student and our baby Nathan has 
already been to many events at TBA. 

We continue to feel grateful our children are learning 
Jewish traditions in such a loving, inclusive environment.

My day job is at the UC Berkeley School of Law, where I 
am an Associate Director in the Career Development 
Office.  Before that I was a litigator at two law firms in 
San Francisco and in my former life danced with the 
Martha Graham Dance Company. I have enjoyed serving 
on TBA's Board over the past two years and look forward 
to continuing to serve our community.

Caryn Lai: Hello everyone! I'm 
honored and excited to be nominated 
to serve on the TBA Board for a sec-
ond year. For some background, I'm 
of Taiwanese descent and was born 
and raised in Stockton, California. I 
later moved to Houston, TX to 
attend Rice University. After I gradu-
ated, I spent several years living 

abroad in Japan and Guatemala and also in Austin, Texas. 
I returned to the Bay Area in 2005 to start law school at 
UC Berkeley, where I met my husband, Martin White. I 
converted to Judaism prior to getting married in 2010 and 
we now reside in Oakland with our two children (Mia, 
10, and Nolan, 7). They attend St. Paul's Episcopal 
School in Oakland and have attended Bet Sefer since 
their kindergarten year. I've been working in the renew-
ables industry since 2010 and currently work at the law 
firm of Keyes & Fox LLP. I have enjoyed meeting mem-
bers of the TBA community this past year and look for-
ward to meeting more of you in person this coming year 
as life returns to normal! 

David Paulson is nominated for his 
first term as a board member.   David 
and his wife Debbie have been active 
members of TBA for over 20 years.  
Their children Talia and Avi are both 
graduates of the Gan and celebrated 
their b’nei mitzvas at TBA.  David is 
a partner at the law firm Jones Day, 
where his practice is focused on real 
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estate finance.  He previously served on the board of 
Oakland Hebrew Day School and KIPP Northern 
California.  In his free time David enjoys biking and puz-
zles of all kinds.  David is looking forward to the oppor-
tunity to contribute to our TBA community by joining the 
Board of Directors. 

Joan Rubin’s first career, in Jewish 
education and administration, began 
in Columbus, Ohio. Continuing on 
that  
path for a few years in the Bay Area,  
Joan worked at Tehiyah Day School,  
and enjoyed the opportunity to be  
around while her two girls were in 
elementary school.

She then shifted into the field of counseling and currently 
maintains a private practice as an LMFT, helping people 
to unravel, and reimagine, their own narratives.

Joan grew up in a Cincinnati home instilled with a love 
and encouragement of Judaism, including the backdrop 
of Holocaust survivor father and grandmother. She is an 
active member of TBA’s Second Generation Group.

Her education includes the University of Michigan (BA), 
The Ohio State University (MA Israeli/Holocaust 
Literature), John F Kennedy University (MA Counseling 
Psychology), and The Melton Centre Senior Educator 
Program.

Jessica Sarber: Hello Temple Beth 
Abraham Members! I grew up in 
Sierra Madre in Southern California. 
My family was a member of the 
synagogue in Arcadia and then later 
the Pasadena Jewish Temple Center. 
My heritage is a mix of Indian 
Sephardic and English Ashkenazi 
tradition, peppered with a 60’s and 

70’s California Jewry experience. I grew up with a strong 
sense of family, community and tikkun olam. My search 
for a Jewish community in the Bay Area that mirrored 
those values led me to TBA. The warmth and welcome 
we received at TBA was a true “You had me at hello” 
moment. My husband, David, a native of Oakland, and 
I became members in 1996. Since that time, our two 
daughters, Andrea and Leah, have experienced a solid  
and valued grounding in Jewish life and community at 
TBA. I would be honored to continue to serve as your 
Board Member. 

Elissa Strauss is a journalist and 
cultural critic whose work has 
appeared in a number of places 
including the New York Times, 
Slate, ELLE, and CNN.com where 
she is currently a contributing writer. 
Her book Why We Care will be pub-
lished by Simon & Schuster in 2023. 
She's also written a family-oriented 

haggadah and Shabbat guide for Kveller.com.

From 2011-2017, Elissa co-directed LABA: A Laboratory 
for Jewish Culture in New York City. LABA is a house 
of study and laboratory which uses classic Jewish texts to 
inspire the creation of culture, conversation and commu-
nity, with hubs around the world.  In 2020, Elissa helped 
launch LABA East Bay at the JCC East Bay, where she’s 
the artistic director.

Elissa and her husband Nathaniel Popper are parents to 
Augie, 9, and Levi, 4. She is grateful for the opportunity 
to bring her love of Jewish learning and community to the 
TBA board.

Jenette Woskow: Hi! My 
name is Jenette and my 
husband Ben and I have 
two children: Elise (6) and 
Xavier (4). I was on the 
Gan Avraham school board 
for four years. During that 
time, I was a room parent 
and created the preschool 

newsletter each week. Currently I am the member-
ship chair of Hadassah's Kesher Oak Chapter for young 
women of the East Bay. I recently started a specialty  
cake business named JW Cake Designs Oakland  
operating out of my home. I look forward to contributing 
to the TBA board for the next couple of years. I hope  
to engage with the synagogue community and bring us 
back together again.
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COOKING	
Watermelon “Salsa” with Grilled 
Halloumi Features Mediterranean 
Flavors
By Faith Kramer
Watermelon is a summer favorite. Delicious just served 
cold in slices, it also makes a great base for Watermelon 
“Salsa” with Grilled Halloumi, perfect for summertime 
meals and Fourth of July cookouts.
Watermelon has a long association with Jews. An ances-
tor of the fruit was popular in Egypt and is said to be the 
melon that some Jews longed for during the Exodus.  
The Moors introduced the fruit to Spain and medieval 
Jews were thought to have grown the first watermelons  
in France.
Watermelon was an important crop in the early years of 
Israel and remains a popular treat. 
The salsa is also good over grilled chicken, fish, or tofu.

WATERMELON “SALSA” WITH 
GRILLED HALLOUMI

MAKES 10 SLICES

Watermelon “Salsa”
2 cups diced seeded watermelon (1/4-inch pieces)
1 cup seeded, diced tomato (1/4-inch pieces)
1 cup diced yellow or orange bell peppers (1/4-inch 

pieces)
1/2 cup finely chopped red onion
1 to 2 tsp. minced jalapeño
1/2 tsp. minced garlic
1/4 tsp. dried mint
1/4 tsp. sumac or 1 tsp. minced lemon zest
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. black pepper
2 Tbs. extra virgin olive oil

 
Grilled Halloumi
1 tsp. minced garlic
1/2 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. crushed red pepper flakes
1/4 cup olive oil
2 (8.8 oz.) packs chilled halloumi cheese
Vegetable oil for the grill

To serve
1 cup (packed) finely chopped mint leaves
Lemon wedges
To Make the Salsa
Put watermelon and tomatoes in colander and drain 10 
minutes, discarding juice. Combine in a bowl with onion, 
jalapeño, garlic, mint, sumac, salt, pepper, and olive oil. 
Let sit 20 to 30 minutes before using.
To Grill Halloumi
In a wide, rimmed dish, mix together garlic, salt, red pep-
per, and olive oil. Cut cheese into 8 slices each about 1/2-
inch thick. Marinate, spooning liquid over top of cheese 
and turning occasionally for 10 minutes.
Brush grates of a grill, indoor electric grill, or a grill pan 
lightly with vegetable oil. Heat to medium high. Lay 
cheese slices flat on hot grill and grill about 3 to 5 min-
utes on each side, basting with marinade occasionally, 
until the cheese is golden and charred with grill marks. 
(The cheese can also be fried in a heavy skillet.) Serve 
hot, warm or at room temperature.
To Serve
Stir mint into salsa. Squirt a little lemon juice on top of 
each grilled cheese slice and top with salsa.
***

Faith Kramer writes a food column for the j., the Jewish 
News of Northern California (https://www.jweekly.com/author/
faith-kramer/). She is the author of 52 Shabbats: Friday Night 
Dinners Inspired by a Global Jewish Kitchen (https://thecollec-
tivebook.studio/52-shabbats). Visit her website at www.faith-
kramer.com. Contact her at fjkramer@msn.com.
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	LIFE CYCLE 						          JUNE, JULY & AUGUST YAHRZEITS

2 - 4 SIVAN
June 1 - 3
Endre Balint
Sidney Greenstein
Jack Jeger
Rene Nathan
Henry Ring
David Riskin
Sylvia Stein
Robert Berger
Alex Harris
George Morris
Molly Bauer Silverman
George Afterman
Andrew Gooden
Lena Kestenblatt
Shira Weisbach

5 - 11 SIVAN
June 4 - 10
Max Davidson
Anne Gould
Ida Miron
Irving Balto
Aaron and Laura Blau
Henry Brentwood Henzel
Roland Breslov
Samuel Burnstein
Stanley Kilmen
Whitney Ormsby
Ronni Rosenberg
Ruth Siver
Elynore "Skip" Harris
Meyer Kapler
Aaron Kobel
J. Dorothy Stanfield
Robert Bornstein
Allen M. Brodke
Sarah Hertz
Morris Morrison
Rolf Schlesinger
Minna Bakar
Lena Cohen
Irving (Sunny Boy) Clar
Esther De Vorin
Morris Epstein
Ruth Garfinkle
Joan Kramer
Reuben Kronick
Jack Spritzer
Cecelia Stone
Abraham Goldenhar
Irene Lasar
Martha Lerch
Abraham Silver
Phillip Weinstein

12 - 18 SIVAN
June 11 - 17
Mannie Moshe Barsel
Fred Knauer
Mr. Muthuramalingam
John O'Brien
Gwynn Simon
Abraham Blumberg
Zelda Jacobs
Ruth Manasse
Deena Aerenson
Minnie Goldstein
Martin Rockmaker
Lippi Streiffer
Joseph White
Diana Bereskin
Kathe Biglovsky
Vivian Glick
Harry Reingold
Anna Riskin
David Rosenzweig
Ray Baim
Robert Davis
Jack Gerber
Hyman Gurman
Sy Harris
Sidney Shaffer
Morris Unterberger
David Yaron
Nathan Brody
Fanny Naggar
Leo Selinger
Coleman Bloomfield
Haja Blymenkrantz
Albert Gould

19 - 25 SIVAN
June 18 - 24
Lee Aerenson
Ida Nathan Barnett
Lenya Kobuzyatskiy
Raymond Mogill
Jennie Epstein
Ann Frankel
Kenneth Gordon
Harry Hankin
Bernice G. Hanno
Morris Weiss
Lena Bernstein
Sidney Biglovsky
Ed Calahan
Celia Slavsky
Max Frey
Louis Gottesman
Celia Bloch
Florence Wolfson Glick

Ariyeh Heber
Maurice Aaron Ziegler
Elias Aelion
Rose Polse
Leon Siegel
Helen Singerman
Harry Sussman
Jack Wolfe
Irving Reback
Renee Zuckerman

26 SIVAN - 2 TAMUZ
June 25 - July 1
Goldie Breslov
Charles Horwitz
Lizzie Gevertz
Aron Gordon
Abraham Lorenz
Steven Ross
Paul Harford White
David Heskin
Anna Mutnick
David Ross
Judith Wallerstein
Hilda Braverman
Kenneth Katz
Ruth Kay
Sam Nathan
Mae Peters
Mark Siegel
Howard Silberman
Rose Tessler
Ida Brasch
Hilda Grutman
Lena Isaacson
Thomas Scharff
Dodi & Horst-Arnold Aron
Harold A. Hanno
Miriam Heirshsberg
Ethel Liss
Milton Maidenberg
Alice Stockman
Nathan Turchin
Sandy Aerenson
Ethel Gold Heskin
Ben Warwick
Herbert Wittenberg

3 - 9 TAMUZ
July 2 - 8
Charles Leve
Frank Lowenthal
Ida Carasick Barber
Leah Fertel
Alan Goldberg
Marie Marcus

Sidney Steckel
Laura White
Joel Cyprus
Leah Pactor Hershel
Edward Markovits
Israel Rosenberg
Mina Gutmann
Sam Ruvkun
Katheryn (Kitty) Batavia
Rebecca Braaf
Mark Cohen
Bert Simon
Rose Ziegler
Belle Bercovich
Wilfred Carsel
Marta Hankin
Alvin Strom

10 - 16 TAMUZ
July 9 - 15
Harry Adams
Leo Adolph
Hannah Rubenstein Barsel
Hyman Davis
Isaac Goldman
Thomas Hunt
Ruth Korn
Patsy Milner
Dorothy Ruvkun Steiner
Moritz Wolff
Yitzchak Gottlieb
Helen Patricia See
Annie Adams
Joseph Berger
Zelick Levit
John Noah Miller
Blanche Olden
Sara Wolff
Ruth J. Gordon
Vera Jennings
Sadie Klein
Jacob Leon
Victoria Naggar
Daniel Barach
Anna Berman
Murray Gordon
Melba Dattner Klein
Isadoro Baum
Clara Toba Klein
Ariopajito Silva Mendoza
Violet Burge
Rita Frankel
Shirley Wolf

17 - 23 TAMUZ
July 16 -22

May God comfort you among all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem
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Brad Cyprus
Rebecca Garfinkle
Rabbi Morris Goldberg
Isaac Gordon
Essie Landy
Michele Blau Lockey
Sadie Unterberger
Abe Jacobs
Charles Slavsky
Samuel Applebaum
Mollie Goldstein
Clara Ottinger
Allegra Saporta
Alexander "Big Al" Bunin
Raymond Epstein
Joseph Rabinowitz
Hattie Wachsman
Sara Dickman
Helen Dubner
Bernice Glueck
Esther Millman
Abraham Kravetz
Celia Reingold
Harriet Sollo Schaffer
Rebecca Berrol
Steve Ellis
Anna Lea Greenstein
Rose Jacobs
Sam Moss
Douglas Andrew Ross

24 TAMUZ - 1 AV
July 23 - 29
Eleanor Greenstein
Joseph Kaplan
Aviva Rahel Schotland
Frances Bloch
Irving Bromberg
Ray Leavitt
Josephine Lutz
David Tsifrin
Ira Glasser
Elmer Glick
Elaine Ruben
Howard Ruben
Israel Shepard
Samuel Gold
Edward F. Klinger
Kenneth Tessler
Simmie Baum
Rosalie Oseroff
Henry Alton Schmulowitz
Lawrence W. Stone

Sylvia Levinson
Edith Moss
Michael Shaw
Sheila Rose Seal
Morris Weiner

2 - 8 AV
July 30 - August 5
Louis Aldeff
Minnie Dane Askey
Morris Kantor
Lena Klor
Rayanna Laytner
Barnett Schwartz
John A. Berman
Anna Polse
Morris Rothblatt
Thomas Saunders
Sam J. Rouben
Aaron Arenbart
Phillip Kauffman
Miriam Nash
Benjamin Rosenstein
Doreen Wolf
Shirley Horodas
Clara Leon
George Lindenbaum
Jerold Milner
Shelley Rotman
Arthur Sussman
Aaron Gitomer
Zelda Lutz
Peter Ottinger
Gisela Spiegel
Joseph F. Thierman
Francine Weil
David Berman
Morrey Kenneth Grossman
Toibe Tania Lerman
David Levy
Rabbi Alan Miller

9 - 15 AV
August 6 - 12
Herman S. Engleberg
Simon Jacobovich
Ida Jonas
Peter Lisker
Sonia Lazarow Belikoff
Nathaniel Margolin
Steffi Rath
Jacob Schulman
Philip Steiner

Sumner G. Gordon
George Batavia, Jr.
Herman Bernstein
Sam King
Sam Goodman
Elisa Levine
Annie J. Schwartz Strom
Harry Douglas
Alan J. Fixler
Freda Horwitz
Ina Nathan
Harry Gitman Nudler
Doug Stevens
Robert Wolk

16 - 22 AV
August 13 - 19
Max Engel
Sam Kasdan
Richard Saiewitz
Hilda Brauer
Robert Fierstein
Peter Finnegan
Leo Leyser
Frieda Nemon
Regina Okh
Larry Pencovic
A. Lawrence Pullman
Andt Simonoff
Edward C. Miller
Jerome Eisenman
Carl Freeman
Lev Gelfond
Seymour Goldstone
Morris Polse
Kay Warren
Abe Bachman
David Coopersmith
Lena Goldman
Johnnie Holton
Leah Levine
Gertrude Bleiberg
Katherine Sieff
Ellen Bercovich
Irving Mayer Burt
Marshall Denenberg
Dorothy Levien
Hannah Ethel Roth
Saul Seltzer

23 - 29 AV
August 20 - 26
Pearl Epperson

Arthur Glaser
David Herman Klein
Harry Tuman
David Bercovich
Daniel Goldfein
Harry Rubin
Rose Lerch
Ruben Lerch
Minnie Leson
John B. Landowitz
Edith Polon
Richard Felten
Eileen Grossman
Arthur Roth
Ruth Mintz
Donald Paulson
Soloman Rabinowitz
Arthur Michael Ross
Esther Schecht
Tobe Burnstein
Bessie Gerber
Jacqueline Helfend
Sylvia Heyman
Max Kushman
Mae Mailman
Mom Mailman
Avraham Yair Pincas
Rubin Semendoff

30 AV - 4 ELUL
August 27 - 31
Sylvia C Davis
Fannie Kessler
Harry Levitch
Norman Alan Katz
Matilda Kramer
Charles Levine
Jonathan Lisker
Robert Rothman
Edward Lee Bercovich
Louis M. Brodovsky
Eva Klein David
Bill Hale
Mollie Kessler
Lena Atowich
Joseph Dienstag
Fannie Schiffman
Robert Edesess, Sr.
Rose Jaffe
Edward Kushner
Jacob Miron
Sol Quittman
Jacob Seltzer

Recent Deaths in Our Community
Kevin Romero, brother of Roberta (Elan) Masliyah
Ariel David, father of Coline David (Gary Smith)

May their memory be for a blessing

Janet Gordon, mother of Kathy (Michael) Burge
David Baum, brother of Amy (Steve) Tessler
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DONATIONS MADE IN MARCH & APRIL 2022

Gan Avraham 
Discretionary
Arlene Koniuto, in mem-
ory of Wendell Tucker & 
L. John Koniuto

General
Harvey & Fran Blatter, in 
memory of Max Blatter

Azary & Clara 
Blumenkrantz, in memory 
of Pavel Blumenkrantz

Arnold & Marjorie 
Blustein, for Rayna's  
continued health

Dan Finkelstein & Joanna 
Berg, in memory of 
Natalie Berg 

Richard & Barbara 
Grenley, in honor of 
BettyAnn Polse celebrat-
ing her 100th bday

Steven Grossman & Jill 
Rosenthal, in memory of 
Abraham Grossman

Leonard Katz, in memory 
of Freda Katz

Marshall & Lynn Langfeld, 
in appreciation of  
Outi Gould 

Marshall & Lynn Langfeld, 
in memory of  
David Rosenfeld 

Marshall & Lynn Langfeld, 
in memory of  
Theodore Finkelstein 

Larry Miller & Mary 
Kelly, in memory of 
William Miller

Mark & Valerie Milner,  
in memory of  
Jerome Desser

Misia Nudler, in memory 
of Aaron Nudler

Neil O'Neill
Barbara Oseroff, in  
memory of Philip Oseroff

Betty Ann Polse, in  

memory of Burton Polse
John Rego & Deborah 
Kahane Rego, in memory 
of John Daniel Rego

Steven Rosenthal &  
Ailsa Steckel, in honor  
of the engagement of  
Eliana Rosenthal &  
Zach Gardener

Steven Rosenthal & Ailsa 
Steckel, in memory of 
Maisie Rosenthal

Steven Rosenthal & Ailsa 
Steckel, in memory of 
Milton Rosenthal

Sheldon & Barbara 
Rothblatt, in memory of 
Anne Goor

Nissan & Carol Saidian,  
in memory of  
Vernon Albert Bonar

Stephen & Susan Shub,  
in memory of  
Arleen Robinowitz

Mera Uretskaya &  
Clara Bluymenkrantz

Steven & Victoria Zatkin, 
in memory of  
Donald Bleiberg

Cheryl Zatkin-Steres & 
George Steres, in memory 
of Joe Zatkin

Burton Polse Kiddush 
Randall & Jan Kessler, in 
honor of Betty Ann Polse 
birthday

Steven Rosenthal & Ailsa 
Steckel, in honor of 
Rebecca Calahan Klein

Jack & Jenette Jeger 
Kitchen
Barry Barnes & Samantha 
Spielman, in memory of 
Bernie Polston

Norman & Jo Budman,  
in memory of  
Doris Weiner Gluckman

Minyan
Dan Finkelstein & Joanna 
Berg, Jon Golding for his 
excellent leadership

Dan Finkelstein & Joanna 
Berg, Marshall Langfeld 
as appreciation for lead-
ing my father's shiva

Rob Kaufman, in memory 
of Allan Green

Sally Shore, in memory of 
Harry Tessel

Joan Solomon, in memory 
of Samuel Neuman

Yom Ha Shoa
Dr. Jed Galant, in memory 
of David Galant

John Rego & Deborah 
Kahane Rego, in memory 
of Sidney Szepsel Kahane

Rabbi DeKoven Camp 
Ramah Scholarship
Susan Andrade, in memory 
of Mary Leavitt

Rabbi Bloom 
Discretionary
Richard &  
Naomi Applebaum

Shirley Bolton, in memory 
of Raymond Bolton

Marc & Eden Bruner,  
in memory of  
John Myers Allswang

Joseph & Judith Epstein, 
in memory of  
Joseph Epstein

Alan Gellman & Arlene 
Zuckerberg, In memory 
of Michael Finnegan & 
Stuart Gellman

Fifi Goodfellow, in memo-
ry of Charles Marcus

Helen Fixler, in memory of 
Aaron Nudler &  
Shlomo Fixler

Daniel Jaffe & Yael Yakar
Adam Josephs, Matanot 
L'Evoynim from 4th 
Grade at Oakland Hebrew 
Day School

Sheldon Kahn & Sarah 
Liron, in memory of 
Theodore Finkelstein

Judy Craddick Maccabee, 
in memory of  
Howard Maccabee

John Rego & Deborah 
Kahane Rego, in memory 
of Harvey Jacobs,  
Jon Jacob's father

Ori & Susan Sasson, in 
gratitude to Rabbi Bloom 
and in honor of E & E

Steven & Victoria Zatkin, 
in memory of  
Joseph Zatkin

Herman Hertz Israel 
Scholarship
Eve Gordon-Ramek,  
in memory of  
Miriam Goldberg

Gerald & Ruby Hertz, in 
memory of  
Esther Morofsky

Gerald & Ruby Hertz, in 
memory of Herman Hertz

Mollie Hertz Interfaith 
Outreach
Jeri & Marvin 
Schechtman, in memory 
Isadore Schechtman

Berger Education
Sandy Gross & Paula 
Reinman, in memory of 
Marilyn Reinman

Pola Silver Ten 
Holocaust Education
Barry Barnes & Samantha 
Spielman, in memory 
Kurt Kleinmann

Charity is equal in importance to all the other commandments combined.
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LIFE CYCLE

 Mazel Tov to: 
 

Matthew Jaffe & Lucia Macias on the birth 
of their daughter, Alma Anais Jaffe

It is a Jewish tradition to give contributions to  
commemorate life cycle events and other occasions. 
These tax-deductible donations are greatly appreciated 
and are a vital financial supplement to support the 
variety of programs and activities that we offer.
Thanks again for your support! We could not do it 
without you!

FUND CONTRIBUTION FORM
This contribution of $ ___________  is  
(check one)  ___  in Memory of  ___  in Honor of:
(Name) _________________________________________
Acknowledge________________________________
From: _____________________________________ 
To: ________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________
Please credit the fund checked below: 

☐ Temple Beth Abraham General Fund

☐ Leonard Quittman Endowment Fund

☐ Rabbi Bloom Discretionary Fund

☐ Bet Sefer Discretionary Fund

☐ Gan Avraham Discretionary Fund

☐ Burton Polse Kiddush Fund

☐ Minyan Fund

☐ Yom HaShoah Fund

☐ Jack and Jeanette Jeger Kitchen Fund

☐ Building Fund/Next Big Thing/Davis Courtyard

☐ Prayer Book Fund

☐ Rabbi Ralph DeKoven Camp Ramah Scholarship Fund

☐ Herman Hertz Israel Scholarship Fund

☐ Mollie Hertz Interfaith Outreach Fund

☐ Danielle and Deren Rehr-Davis Teen Fund

☐ Harold Rubel Memorial Music Fund

☐ Rosebud and Ben Silver Library Fund

☐ Pola Silver Teen Holocaust Education Trip Fund

☐ Sam and Shirley Silver Playground Fund

☐ Leo and Helen Wasserman Education/Cultural Fund

☐ Stevens Landscape and Maintenance Fund

A LEGACY GIFT LASTS FOREVER
Include TBA in your Estate Planning so that your 

message to your family is loud and clear:

“The existence of Temple Beth Abraham is important 
to me and for the future of Jews in Oakland.”

Contact TBA’s Executive Director Rayna Arnold  
for further details  

(510) 832-0936 or rayna@tbaoakland.org.

You are never too young to plan for the future! 

MEMORIAL PLAQUE 
Anyone wishing to purchase a memorial plaque, 

please contact the synagogue office at (510) 832-0936.  
If you do not know the location of a Memorial Plaque 
for your loved one, simply find the Memorial Plaque 

binder located on the back table in the Sanctuary. This 
book lists all Plaques in alphabetical order by the last 

name of the deceased and will be updated as new 
Plaques are hung. Please do not remove the binder 

from the Sanctuary. 

Use Amazon and TBA  
will receive a percentage  
Go to this link and enjoy 

your shopping!:

http://smile.amazon.com/ 
ch/94-1375793
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