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ONGOING SERIES: PRESIDENTS OF TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM

Bryan Schwartz
TBA President

2011 - 2013
By Jody London

This is the eleventh profile in our
series on the Presidents of TBA.

Bryan Schwartz doesn’t do anything halfway. As a
teenager, he was the president of his AZA chapter, then
served as regional president, and then on the inter-
national board. (He followed the path that his fellow
Aleph, now-Rabbi Bloom, had a few years earlier.)
Bryan joined Temple Beth Abraham in 2006 as a new-
lywed. He quickly became involved in the synagogue’s
social action programs and started a chavurah with other
recently married couples.

Bryan was a regular at services and developed a deep
appreciation for Temple Beth Abraham. “A number of
the seniors were Holocaust survivors, and they were
always so kind to the kids, always sneaking them can-
dies during Shabbat services. And some of the other
elders took me under their wing. Sid Schafer (z”1) was
one in particular who really reminded me of my grand-
pa, who had just died around that time. I loved the con-
gregation and I was trying to do whatever I could

to help.”

Bryan recalls his cohort on the Board of Directors. “I
was on the board with Rick Heeger and Steve Shub and
Laura Wildmann and Mark Fickes. And so I was the
first of the next generation to take a leadership role in
the executive leadership. And there were things that I
felt like I could bring to it in addition to being younger
and trying to get younger people involved.”

The synagogue was completing construction of the
Centennial Project when Bryan became president, at
age 38. Bryan is very proud that they were able to com-
pletely retire the debt from the campaign. “And then I
immediately, and somewhat against the rabbi's urgings,
started the new capital campaign, the Next Big Thing.
Because that building that was between the synagogue
and the Baum Center was like an abomination. The
campus was not unified. The campus was kind of a
hodgepodge, and so I really felt strongly we should go
right into this, and people would get behind it. And sure
enough, they did.”

Bryan formed the Next Big Thing committee, anchored
by Leon Bloomfield, Steve Shub, and Murray Davis
(z’1). “We got it going and we designed the courtyard,
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and then Murray passed, very untimely. That was hard.
But his family, the Schwab family, very generously
made a significant donation that got us from the envi-
sioning to immediately leaping into the ‘doing-it’ phase.
I had a lot of ideas for the courtyard -- the fountain and
the balcony coming off the sanctuary and all that stuff.
And a lot of them, we were able to bring to fruition. The
full Next Big Thing project ultimately got finished after
I was president — a lot of teamwork.”

Bryan further reflects, “But it's not just that I'm proud
of it, it really came full circle because my daughter,

who was born shortly after we joined the synagogue and
would attend services with me always from the time she
was an infant, then wound up having her Bat Mitzvah
during COVID. And so we actually had her Bat Mitzvah
fully on the courtyard. It was a pretty powerful moment
to realize, ‘we have a part in this, in a very real way.” I
don't know if we would've been able to have anybody

at her Bat Mitzvah if we didn't have that courtyard. We
even had High Holiday services together on the court-
yard during COVID. The courtyard has had meanings
way beyond what we could have even envisioned.”

Bryan is also proud that during his time as president, the
synagogue continued its social action program, particu-
larly supporting the Alameda County Community Food
Bank (which gave TBA a special award), the warm coat
drive, and feeding folks at City Team. “Also I'm really
not afraid to ask for money. So I was pretty aggressive
about fundraising and was able to help provide leader-
ship in that area.”

One of the challenges Bryan encountered was staffing.
“We had a bunch of turnover, and I'm an employment
attorney, you know, on the side of workers in my career,
but here I was representing the synagogue, and so we
had to deal with some of those issues.” When Bryan
was vice president, he participated in Rayna Arnold’s
hiring as the Executive Director, and when he was pres-
ident, the synagogue signed long-term contracts with
Rayna and with Susan Simon, who was transitioned to
be TBA’s Education Director. “And those are things that
have been great for the synagogue and also great for our
staff leadership, just having that long-term stability in
key roles.”

The most challenging issue Bryan faced was a family
who was unhappy with the rabbi’s decision to invite
Congresswoman Barbara Lee to speak because of some
of her votes on Israel-related matters. They were threat-
ening disruptive actions, both on that Shabbat and after-
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ward, and "as president, it was necessary for me to deal
with that problem. It was very unpleasant, and I didn't
enjoy it at all, but I felt very strongly like somebody
who's going to be threatening the congregation with
Shabbat violations and disruptions, and badmouthing
our rabbi, has no place here.”

Bryan’s wish for the future of TBA is simply stated. “I
hope that it continues to be a place where people can
really build their families and their community and
continue to come together with the kind of warmth and

BEFORE

welcome that we have had over the last 25 years under
Rabbi Bloom. I hope that these new families that come
into TBA continue to help it grow and thrive for a long
time. We need to build up these young people that are
coming through to be the next generations of leader-
ship. We need to be deliberate and plan for the next
Rabbi, the next executive director, the next director of
education, and for the days when I am the old guy in
the congregation giving out secret candies to the kids on
Shabbat.”

AFTER

B

Come Prepare Dinner

with the Men’s Club

The TBA Men’s Club has committed to prepping and
serving dinner at CityTeam in Oakland on the third
Sunday of the month. The shift is 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. We
will help the kitchen crew prepare for dinner and help
set up the dining room for dinner service. Our team
will also serve dinner to the guests as well as the men
in their program. In the next few months, the dates are
12/21, 1/18 and 2/15.

Are you interested in being part of the security vol-
unteer team at TBA? Would you like to play a role
in ensuring the safety of our congregation? TBA
is always looking to expand our security volunteer
team. By shadowing experienced security volunteers
and completing online and in-person training, we
provide you with the tools you need to feel com-
fortable in this role. Please contact Jason Swartz at

safety(@tbaoakland.org to get started.
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Mark Fickes
TBA President

2013 - 201x
By Jody London

This is the twelfth profile in our
series on the Presidents of TBA

The first time he was asked to be President of the
Temple Beth Abraham Board of Directors, Mark Fickes
said he’d like to wait a few years. When the synagogue
came back a second time, Mark was ready.

“There were a couple things that motivated me. First, I
feel like I got a lot out of being a TBA member. I'd been
on the board for six or seven years by that point. So I
knew about the governance of the synagogue. It was

a period of a lot of change. We’d started the courtyard
building project. There was that little period of con-
troversy when Barbara Lee was going to speak at the
synagogue and some congregants got very upset about
it. And I felt that for much of the reason I like being a
judge, I think I tend to be kind of calming in situations
like that. And I was very committed to the idea of the
synagogue not going into debt for the building project.
It just felt like a good time for me to take on that job.”

There were several aspects of being President that Mark
found most gratifying, particularly related to organi-
zational continuity. “I thought synagogues that go into
debt and do not have stable employment relationships
with folks are just destined not to succeed.” Mark is
proud that the Next Big Thing construction project was
completed within budget.

Mark helped hire Gan co-directors Jill Rosenthal and
Marta Molina after Wendy Siver retired, and extended
Susan Simon’s contract as Education Director. And
Mark led the renegotiation of Rabbi Bloom’s contract,
for a longer term of service and salary that was compet-
itive. He reflects, “I like to take a long view of things,
and I thought if the rabbi ever retires, if our salary is so
below market for someone with his skillset and such,
we could have trouble finding a new rabbi.”

There were aspects of being President that were chal-
lenging. There was a difficult personnel decision that
led to someone being let go. Temple Beth Abraham
began exploring alternatives to Midrasha, a community-
wide program that for many years had been the educa-
tion program for high school age members, about which
some people were very upset.

And there were debates about the footprint of the
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remodeled social hall and courtyard. “I do remember
we had a board meeting where we really talked about
whether we were going to do that bump out. Or keep
more contiguous with the old footprint of the syna-
gogue. | was very concerned about the budget ramifi-
cations of that. In hindsight, I was wrong. But I spoke
out against the bump out model, and some people were
very angry about my perspective on that. So angry that
I actually almost thought about resigning as president
thinking, ‘if major decision makers are this upset with
me over this, maybe it's not right for me to stay on.” But
I did. And ultimately, you know, when I look at what
the synagogue has to offer now in terms of that bump
out in particular, in hindsight I was wrong. And fortu-
nately we were able to do it without incurring signifi-
cant debt.”

Mark’s professional background as a mediator and
judge informed his approach to conflicts. “A lot of my
time was thinking about how to thoughtfully respond to
angry emails from people, some of whom I didn't know
at all. Sometimes when I got certain kinds of emails, I
would just respond, ‘I think we should look for a time
to speak on the phone or get together for coffee.” I don't
think emails are conducive to nuanced conversations
about difficult topics.”

Mark’s wish for the synagogue going forward is that it
remain appealing to the community. “I think it's a thriv-
ing place.”

Mark is aware that Rabbi Bloom will retire at some
point. “It's foreseeable that within the next 10 years
he'd retire. And so I hope that transition goes smoothly.
That can be a really tough thing for synagogues to go
through. My wish is that we have a group of people
manage that process thoughtfully and with a lot of
deliberation. I hope people allow the congregation to
grieve and transition and change.” He suggests it might
be helpful to hire a new rabbi on a short-term basis, like
two years, to ensure it’s a good fit.

Mark concludes the interview by thinking about its pur-
pose. “I'm glad you're doing this because there is a lot
that happens behind the scenes that I think most people
don't think about. I think most people don't think about
the fact that a lot of our job is managing budgets, man-
aging personnel decisions, and dealing with congregants
who have legitimate but strong heartfelt disagreements
with things. I don't want to discourage future presidents.
And I love the fact that following my tenure, we ended
up with two female presidents, which we hadn't had in a
very long time.”



COMMUNITY

A Field Trip to Congregation Adath

Shalom in Paris
By David Goodwin

This month’s Omer theme is “creating light,” so I will
stretch the theme somewhat to report on a recent visit
to the “City of Light,” Paris, where I attended Shabbat
services at Congregation Adath Shalom, a Masorti (i.e.,
Conservative) synagogue where my daughter and her
husband and children are members.

Adath Shalom is a 600-family congregation located

in the Fifteenth Arrondissement, a short walk from

the Eiffel Tower. Space is very expensive in Paris, so
the synagogue facility is quite small, occupying the
ground floor of a modern apartment building, with a
modest-sized sanctuary seating around 250 and a few
classrooms and meeting rooms. The entire space would
nearly fit in the TBA Social Hall.

Because security remains a concern in France, the
Adath Shalom sign outside the door measures about
nine inches by six inches, with no other marking to
indicate that there is a synagogue inside, so if any of
you are visiting Paris and decide to attend services
there, you will need to look carefully to find the
entrance. As is the case with many French synagogues,
there are two sets of doors, with visitors vetted after
going through the first door before they are allowed to
proceed through the second door and enter the syna-
gogue. That Saturday, a very cheerful member of

the custodial staff monitored the people entering and
opened the inner door.

Before the Holocaust, nearly all French Jews were
Ashkenazi. But today, most are Sephardi, principally
descendants of people who were thrown out of the
French colonies in North Africa — Algeria, Tunisia, and
Morocco — when those countries became independent
more than 60 years ago. However, the membership of
Adath Shalom appears to be majority Ashkenazi, as

is the new Rabbi, Josh Weiner, who is originally from
England.

The service itself was very close to the Shabbat service
at TBA in terms of the prayers that they recited and

the prayers that they skipped, and perhaps a fifth of the
melodies were the same as ours, which surprised me — I
had expected no overlap at all. Of course, the prayer
for the country was for the République francaise and
President Macron and the drash was in French, though
Rabbi Weiner quoted the American saying, “when you
have lemons, make lemonade.” (My French could be

a lot better, but I think he was talking about the expul-
sion from the Garden of Eden.) Another interesting
difference is that none of the women wore a kippah,
not even the women who wore a tallit.

When it came to the Torah service, Adath Shalom has

a member who knows the entire Torah and he chanted
all of the Torah portions (in full, with no triennial
cycle), with the exception of one portion chanted by a
member observing a yahrzeit. I was given the honor of
an aliyah, referred to in French synagogues as a mon-
tée. The shomer chanted a separate blessing over each
person given an honor and when I finished the aliyah,
she said quietly to me that it is the custom of the syna-
gogue for anyone given an honor to make a donation to
the synagogue and she handed me an envelope!

The synagogue had child care and quite a number of
children, maybe 25 or 30, were brought into the service
at the end to lead the singing of Adon Olam. Everyone
then moved to another room where the Rabbi led a kid-
dush and the group dove into a table of snacks, includ-
ing French herring, one of my favorite foods, though
no lunch, alas. I plan to attend services at Adath
Shalom again when we next visit our daughter and
grandchildren.

Talmud Class Coming this Spring

A four-week “Let’s Learn Talmud” class is coming this
spring. No Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek or Latin required.
Along with some basic information - the who, what,
when, where - we will mostly study an actual Talmud
page just as it appears in the Talmud, except complete-
ly rendered in English. In other words, we will both
learn about the Talmud and learn Talmud itself. Class
dates to be determined.



COMMUNITY

Teaching Chanukah at

Corpus Christi School
By Hildie Spritzer

Two years ago, I was invited to present a lesson on
Chanukah at Corpus Christi School on Park Boulevard.
I chose to frame the lesson around the theme of festival
of lights and miracles.

I used a KWL format (what do you know, what do you
want to know and what did you learn). I used the sym-
bol of a dreidel with the last side divided in two: what
is the greatest miracle of your life and what miracle
would you create if you had the power to do so?

The festivals of lights included--Davali, Kwanzaa,
Chanukah and Christmas.

I let them know about the oil that lasted for eight
nights and which is represented by the eight candles on
the menorah.

I shared the story of the young man who invited
Sugihara over to introduce him to Chanukah and that
led to Sugihara saving the lives of over ten thousand
Jews during WWIL.

True miracles that create and share light during the
dark times of the year.

Longtime TBA caterers Mary Odenheimer and Treya
Weintraub together made apple cakes for break-the-fast.
They peeled and hand-chopped 20 pounds of Cosmic
Crisp apples, added quantities of rum, vanilla, and
pounds of raisins. The tried and true recipe has been
used at TBA for many years bringing a taste of sweet to
the New Year.

TBA is pleased to share with you our new artwork that
will greet you in the entrance to the Social Hall.

Tree of Life

A wonderful way to
celebrate a simcha,
honor a person or
even share special

words of wisdom.
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COOKING

Hanukkah Nibbles Board Fried Ravioli
By Faith Kramer

With Hanukkah starting the evening of December 14
and entertaining and partying continuing through New
Year’s, I’'m looking to serve this Hanukkah nibbles or
appetizer board to my family and friends throughout
the festive season.

The board features latkes, falafel, and fried ravioli with
lots of dips and sauces, many reflecting Hanukkah’s
symbolic take on fried and dairy foods.

Use purchased or homemade latkes and falafel. If I'm
making them especially for the nibbles board, I like to
make them mini or bite-sized or I sometimes cut the
larger purchased ones in half.

The recipe of the Hanukkah-Fried Ravioli, with make
ahead directions, are below. To reheat previously
cooked latkes or falafel follow package directions or
bring to room temperature and warm in 250-degree F
oven on parchment lined baking sheet until

heated through.

For other dippers choose from fresh vegetables

(try cutting thin slices of peeled jicama and using
Hanukkah-themed cookie cutters to cut into holiday
shapes), pita chips, purchased or homemade falafel,
fried ravioli (see recipe below) and homemade or pur-
chased latkes.

Besides the Charred Eggplant Dip eggplant (recipe
below adapted from 52 Shabbats: Friday Night Dinners
Inspired by a Global Jewish Kitchen), offer an assort-
ment of dips and toppings such as the classic apple-
sauce and sour cream and a few of the following: cran-
berry sauce, caramelized onions, chopped red onions,
salmon roe, ranch or blue cheese dressing, pizza sauce
(great with the fried ravioli), hummus, tahini sauce

African hot sauce), mango or other chutney, and amba
(an Iraqi-Israeli fermented mango sauce). Find z’hug,
harissa, chutney, and amba in specialty, international,

kosher, and online markets. (For a parve or dairy-free
nibbles board, choose plant-based ingredients.)

Showcase your choices on one big or several smaller
cheese boards, cutting boards, or platters. Add spoons
to the bowls of sauces and provide small plates (and
small forks) for your guests and you are ready to party.

HANUKKAH-FRIED RAVIOLI
Serves 4-6 as part of an appetizer course
10 ounces cheese or other fresh or thawed frozen ravi-
oli, room temperature
3 large eggs, beaten
Y4 plus 1 teaspoon salt
1/2 plus 1 teaspoon ground black pepper
Y4 teaspoon chili flakes or to taste, optional
Y2 teaspoon za’atar or crumbled dried oregano leaves
2 cups matzah meal or plain breadcrumbs
Vegetable, sunflower, safflower or other oil for frying
Grated Parmesan cheese, optional

Line baking sheet with parchment paper. Line a second
one with paper towels.

Mix Y2 teaspoon salt and % teaspoon black pepper
with eggs in bowl. Mix remaining salt and pepper,
chili flakes, and oregano with matzah meal in a second
bowl. Dip a ravioli in egg to coat, shaking off excess
and coat in seasoned matzah meal. Place on parch-
ment-lined baking sheet. Repeat.

Heat about 2” oil (enough to deep fry, amount depends
on the size of your ravioli) in a deep pan or pot. Heat
to 350 degrees F on a candy or deep fry thermometer.
Add ravioli in batches without crowding and fry 2-4
minutes (timing varies) turning with slotted spoon or
tongs halfway through. Adjust heat as necessary to
keep temperature steady. Fry until raviolis are puffed,
toasty and golden brown. Use tongs or slotted spoon to
transfer to paper towel-covered sheet. Bring oil back
up to temperature. Repeat with next batch. Serve warm
or room temperature as is or sprinkled with grated
Parmesan cheese. Can be made a day ahead. Store air-
tight at room temperature. Reheat on parchment-lined
baking sheet in 250-degree F oven until raviolis have
crisped and heated through.

Note: For a parve version, use a dairy-free style
of ravioli.
Continued on page 16
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COOKING CONT.

Continued from page 15 Preheat the oven to 450°F. Cover a rimmed baking
ALY sheet with parchment paper.

Using a fork, lightly prick holes in several spots all
around the eggplants and place them on the prepared
baking sheet. Roast 20 minutes. Turn eggplants.
Continue to roast until eggplant is soft and collapsed
into itself, and skins are wrinkled and charred in spots,
another 20 to 30 minutes (timing varies). Let cool 20
minutes on the baking sheet.

Transfer eggplants to cutting board and cut in half
lengthwise. Using a fork, scrape out the flesh down to
the skins, discarding skins. Chop or mash flesh until
it’s roughly puréed and transfer to a medium serving
bowl along with any liquid. Stir in garlic, salt, lemon

‘ juice, and tahini. Taste and add more garlic, salt, lemon
CHARRED EGGPLANT DIP juice, and or tahini if desired. Garnish with cilantro.

Can be stored airtight in refrigerator (garlic flavor may
Adapted from 52 Shabbats intensify) for up to 3 days. Mix before serving.
Makes about 2 cups

2 pounds eggplants (2 to 3 medium)

2 teaspoons minced garlic, plus more if desired Faith Kramer writes a food column for the j.,

1/4 teaspoon salt the Jewish News of Northern California

2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice, plus more if desired (https://www.jweekly.com/author/faith-kramer/).

1/4 cup tahini She is the author of 52 Shabbats: Friday Night Dinners

Inspired by a Global Jewish Kitchen. More at www.

2 tablespoons chopped fresh cilantro ;
faithkramer.com Contact her at fikramer@msn.com.

The Board is forming a Sustainability
Committee to discuss and explore ways in
which our synagogue and community can
reduce our environmental impact and pro-

mote environmentally friendly practices. If
you are interested in participating with this
committee please send an email to

David Paulson at weinson@gmail.com

Recent Deaths in Our Community

Michael Birnbaum, father of Noam (Michele) Birnbaum
Lynne Schoenblum,

mother of Amy Schoenblum (Jonahan Carey)
Hinda Pearl Kahane, sister of Deborah (John) Kahane Rego

Saul Gitomer, father of Lynn Gitomer (Daniel Weiner)

May their memory be for a blessing
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DECEMBER & JANUARY YAHRZIETS
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May God comfort you among all the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem

DECEMBER1 -5
11 - 15 Kislev
Edward Bercovich
Morris Goldberg
Herbert Goodman
Leon Kraft

Rebecca Millman
Esther Naggar

Sarah Leah Schneider
Alexander Kleinlerer
Dr. Morris Resnick
Joseph Rosenfeld
Joseph Samson
Joseph Schein

Jacob Wachsman
Eva Weissman
Sandy Rosenfeld Emert
Sam Katzburg

Erwin Wallen

Eric Zielenziger
Harry Barnett

Irwin Bryan

Rita Heeger

Esther Nankin
Ganesane Rosenberg
Ben Silver

David ssel

Wayne Stanfield
Max Davis

Richard M. Goldstone
Molva Goodman
Edythe Goodwin
Mary Hale

Leland Kugelgen
Mervin Tessler

DECEMBER 6 - 12
16 - 22 Kislev
Nina Balint
Edith Budman
Max Charlup
George Davis 111
Jennie Gevertz
Adolph A. Kay
Erna Bender
Rose Davis
Suzanne Lazimi
Al Mendelsohn
Sylvia Reback

Kathy Roman

Helen Ida Tessler
Thelma Diane Tobin
Pierson Jacobs

Sidney M. Levee, Jr.
Lawrence Rothe

Bea Tuckman

Toni W. Berke

Louis Berman

Marlene Berger Caspar
Ida Hyman

Michael Roman
Martin Rosenthal
Lilyan Schreiberg
Anna Shalinsky
Abraham Davis

Sam Feltman

Michael Robert Gelfand
Benjamin Holeman
Barry Turchen

Martin W. Hepps
Victorine Misan
Miriam Nudler

Samuel Rubin

Masao Kishi

Stacy Lebowitz
Mordecai Parker
Herman "Pinky" Pencovic
Stanley Schechtman

DECEMBER 13 - 19
23 - 29 Kislev
Richard Gutmann
Leon Klein

Phillip Mendelsohn
Arthur Nightingale
Michael Rapaport
Mack Epperson

Goldie Turetz

Martha Zilverberg
Nathan Dickson
Rebecca Epstein

Rabbi Joel Goor
Booker Holton, Sr.
Sophie Kranz

Samuel Morow

Louis Robinson

Esther Asher

Herbert Allen Goodfellow

Rabbi Harold Schulweis
Betty Gordon Grinberg
Kalman Klein

Rita Melamerson

Israel Stamer

Samuel David Strongin
Robert S. Wallerstein
Ruben Curtin

Samuel Gevertz

Rabbi Phillip Langh
Sidney Winchell
Joseph Dorfman

Jack Gray

Paul Trof

DECEMBER 20 - 26
30 Kislev - 6 Tivet
Elise Berg

Daniel Thomas Frankel
David Freedman
Morris Gelfand
Jacob Kronrod
Raymond Naggar
Harold Reid

Jerrold Schoenblum
Elliot Weinstein
Samuel Bernstein
Sidney Gordon
Marina Gottschalk
Melody Kepler
Leslie Kessler
Morris Leavitt
Mark S. Bloom
Bessie Kvint

David Mehr

Ethel Mehr

Fannie Shapiro
Yitzhak Antebi
William Heeger
Davie Ormsby
Israel Rogers
Shirley Weiner
Frieda Zilverberg
Abraham Bercovich
Mendel H. Friedman
Blanche Jacobs
Jacob Kerbel
Norman Kleinman
Shirley Silverman

Margolin
Benjamin Millman
Betty Ann Polse
Sam Silver
Josef Spiegel
Shirley Frierman
Jacob Frydman
Sidney Backer
Sadelle Kilmen
William Malakoff
Alfred Month
Alice Rosenstein
David Rosenstein
Robert Sirull

DEC. 27 - JAN. 2, 2026

7 - 13 Tivet

Helene Holeman

Yetta Lazerwitz-Miller

Richard Mailman

Goldie Steinberg

Michael Wallerstein

Doris Held

Minette Mogill

Norman Stone

Sheldon Bereskin

Alan I Cupples

Rabbi Hayim Goren
Perelmuter

Sarah Libby Reich

Jacob Bernstein

Blemah Frankel-Jurman

Harold Charles Goldberg

Irving Grutman

George Hochman

David Lazar

Ben Nathan

Ramek Family

Rose Dancer

Irene Urborg Kahn

Ruth Eisenman

Lena Fass

Alfred Feldhammer

Leroy Muzzey

Abbey Rockmaker

Rose Rosenberg

Herman Zubkoff

Nathan Denenberg

Max Gross

Continued on page 18
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DECEMBER & JANUARY YAHRZIETS CONT.

Continued from page 17

Meyer Kranz
Mark Leon
Phillip Nathanson
Sally Simon

JANUARY 3-9
14 - 20 Tivet
Arthur Braverman
Mary Brisky
Marge London
Carolyn Sue
Nightingale
Erna Pikarski
Paula Rotman
Tom Rotzscher
Gitta Schneider Elul
Betty Holloman
Irving Kingston
Louis Rosenberg
Irwin Thaler
Anna D. Weinstein
Eugene Weiss
Sam Barnett
Esther Braaf
Murray R. Davis
Esther Isaacson
Becky Singer
Ethel Cohen
Howard Cohen
David Holeman
Les Leibovitch
Jay Michaelson
Abraham S. Couzin
Moises Itzkowich
Roy C. Kepler
Bernard David Laytner
Edwin H. Leuin
Rochelle Mason
Al Neiman
Sydney Goldstein
Adele Mendelsohn-
keinon
Bessie Ranzer
Charlotte Resnick
Myra Sencer
David Bluer
Fred Brasch
Donald Brauer
Louis E Engleberg

Elias Herfield
Bela J. Klarman
Lew Menkes
Joseph Singerman

JANUARY 10 - 16
21 - 27 Tivet
Shlomo Contract
Ida Cowan

Albert Eis

Minna Epstein
Edward Flick
Gussie Gross
Evelyn Harris

Louis Jacobs
Abraham Kreimerman
Dennis Polse

Moshe Shweky

Joel Irving Stein
Samuel Toas

Esther Wallis

Edith Worgold
Lawrence Kauffman
Isadore Lazar

Jack Berger

Azary Blumenkrantz
Simon Cohen
Joseph Gold
Rhonda Murray Hertz
Frances King
Arthur J. Levine
Leonard Quittman
Beth Belzer

Sheldon Berrol
Ignatz Jacobs

Jewel Koletsky
Sarah Rosenthal
Isadore Rubin
Marion Stolusky
Maurice C. Stone
Mark Brashem

Carl Hirsch

Morris Silver
Bertha Frankel
Edith Kurtz

Debbie A. Nesbit
Michael R. Nesbit
Charlotte Oppenheimer
Susan Stein Schreiberg
Shirley Spillman
Anna Weintraub

Frank Glasser

Mae Golding

Louis Judson
Caroline Kaufmann
Ethel Louik

Tom Rose

Leslie Turchin
Gertrude Zatkin
Vladimir Zoubarev

JANUARY 17 - 23
28 Tivet - 5 Shevat
Sofica Herscu Mantel
William L. Stern
Herman S. Handloff
Dorothy Lavin

Juel Ephraim Fass
Benjamin Goor
Thomas Lee Hastings
Harry Karsh

Samuel Kay

Eliezer Nahary
Elwood Davidson
Morris Kessler
William Mandler
Marian Migdal
Harry Morofsky
Helen Siegel

Morris Silberman
Rose Cohen
Harriett Kaplan
Arnold London
Bertha Rabinowitz
Mani Saidian
Joseph W. Boston
Alice Cunningham
Morris Nankin
Ethel Shaffer

Dr. Simon Haskell
Etta Kushner

Ely Langfeld

Inge Rosenthal
Esther Schulack
Leo Wasserman

JANUARY 24 - 31

6 - 13 Shevat

Barbara Love
Goldman Berdux

Mildred Karren

Nat Kaufman

Robert Morris
Miriam Nathanson
Zachary Nelson
Betsy Rosenberg
Howard Rosenberg
Matthew Seamans
Tom Turchin
Alexander Dubrow
George Elber
Maurice Kerns
Marion Marx
Rebecca Parker
Sid Rose

Marcus Zaslov
Margaret Ash
Rose Frey

Helen Hakim
George Lane
Celia Veiss
Nathan Yeszin
Robert Dines
Judith Levy

Grace Blue Ross
Malka Breslov
Yetta Engleberg
Herbert Goldstein
Robert Kruger
Linda O'Brien
Agnes Pencovic
Joe Zatkin
Sherman Golub
Sylvia Karsh
Beverly Levine
Betty Ray
Maurice Tobin
Ruth Zielenziger
Sarah Blumberg
Rae Fine

Sarah Herskowitz
Blanche Jacobs
Mollie Laub
Morris Rothman
Aubrey Broudy
Dora Davis

Jennie Dickson
Joseph Jacobs
Moshe Naggar
Jean Kristal Rubin
Shoshanah Shoshani
Harford (Jack) White



SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER DONATIONS

Bet Sefer Discretionary Fund

Jeanne Ormsby

High Holy Days Appeal

Rayna & Saul Arnold

Marc & Debra Barach
Randall Baum

Richard Berman

Ronn Berrol & Joan Korin
Benjamin Bresler

Boris & Ariela Fedorov
David & Diane Feldhammer
Charles & Harriett Feltman
Peter Gertler

Beth Glick

Louis & Lisa Goodman
Outi Gould

Steven & Penny Harris
Gerald & Ruby Hertz
Howard & Karen Hertz

Eric & Linda Horodas

Jeff & Johanna Ilfeld
Jonathan & Joy Jacobs

Bob & Lori Jaffe

Dan & Renee Kaiser

Dawn Kepler & Mark Snyder
Janet King

Marc & Roni Korchin

Betty Krachman

Phillip & Andrea LaMar
Marshall & Lynn Langfeld
Jerrold & Anne Levine
Michael & Renee Marx

Eli Messinger

Peter Miller & Bess Gurman
Shelby & Adrienne Miller
Mark & Valerie Milner
Lance & Dalia Nagel
Edward & Anne Oklan

Avi & Renee Rosenblit
David & Lori Rosenthal
Barry & Hana Rotman
Garrett Schwartz & Caren Sencer

Sally Shore

Stephen & Susan Shub
Sandra Simon

Mark & Lori Spiegel

Murray & Flora Toas
Beverly Turchin

Jacob & Shannon Widlitz
Samuel Cohen & Julie Tsivia
Robert DeBare & Esther Rogers
Knut & Laura Grossmann
Darren & Marni Kottle

Ronald Pepperman & Penny
Kayano

Ilya & Courtney Sukhar

High Holy Days Appeal -
Endowment

Rayna & Saul Arnold
Marc & Debra Barach
Ronn Berrol & Joan Korin

Isaac Bleaman & Reyna
Schaechter

Boris & Ariela Fedorov
David & Diane Feldhammer
Charles & Harriett Feltman
Peter Gertler

Outi Gould

Steven & Penny Harris
Douglas & Susanne Heim
Gerald & Ruby Hertz
Howard & Karen Hertz

Eric & Linda Horodas

Jeff & Johanna Ilfeld
Jonathan & Joy Jacobs

Bob & Lori Jaffe

Dan & Renee Kaiser

Dawn Kepler & Mark Snyder
Janet King

Phillip & Andrea LaMar
Jerrold & Anne Levine
Michael & Renee Marx

Eli Messinger

Peter Miller & Bess Gurman

Charity is equal in importance to all the other commandments combined.

Shelby & Adrienne Miller
Mark & Valerie Milner

Edward & Anne Oklan

Avi & Renee Rosenblit

David & Lori Rosenthal

Barry & Hana Rotman

Garrett Schwartz & Caren Sencer
Sally Shore

Stephen & Susan Shub

Sandra Simon

Mark & Lori Spiegel

Murray & Flora Toas

Beverly Turchin

Robert DeBare & Esther Rogers
David & Stella Goodwin

Knut & Laura Grossmann
Darren & Marni Kottle
Marshall & Lynn Langfeld

Ilya & Courtney Sukhar

TBA General Fund
Ross Barbash, in honor of Lynn &
Marshall Langfeld

Robin Benditsky, in honor of Roni
Korchin

Alicia Cernitz, in memory of
Frieda Bernstein

Virginia Davis

Kate Garcia, in memory of
Fernando Garcia

Nicole Gordon

Eric & Linda Horodas, in memory
of Bernard Stuart Horodas

Richard & Audrey Kauffman, in
memory of Lawrence Kauffman

Randall & Jan Kessler, in memory
of Isaac Kessler

Marshall & Lynn Langfeld, in
memory of Frieda Bernstein

Larry Miller & Mary Kelly, in
memory of Frieda Berstein

Eve O. Rosenfeld, in honor of
Marshall Langfeld's birthday

Marvin & Sheila Yudenfreund
Continued on page 20
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SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER DONATIONS CONT.

Continued from page 19
Michael Zielenziger & Diane Abt

Burton Polse Kiddush Fund

Marc & Debra Barach
David & Stella Goodwin
Steven & Penny Harris

Jonathan Klein & Rebecca
Calahan Klein, in honor of Lynn
Langfeld & Eli Messinger

Michael & Marlene Lombardo,
in honor of Aliya Benabou &
Andrew Gonsalves

Sandy & Dawn Margolin
Michael & Renee Marx

Dan Oppenheimer & Sarah Tunik
Allen & Ann Perl

Paul & Florence Raskin

Howard Zangwill &
Stacy Margolin

Jack & Jeanette Jeger Kitchen
Fund

Richard & Naomi Applebaum,
in memory of Alan Rosenfeld,
Lynn Langfeld's father

Norman & Jo Budman, in memory
of Sharon Roth Dunn

Helene Cohen, in appreciation
of Lynn Langfed & her online
classes

Mark & Stacy Neiman, in appre-
ciation of Rebecca Calahan Klein
& her team

John Rego &
Deborah Kahane Rego,
in memory of Mathlida Kahane

Minyan Fund

Daniel & Anne Bookin, in memory
of Nancy Greenberg

Daniel & Anne Bookin, in memory
of Norman Bookin

Marshall & Lynn Langfeld

Lisa Strongin & Maxine Epperson,
in memory of
Pearl Maxine Epperson
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TBA Building Maintenance

Rayna & Saul Arnold, in memory
of Matthew Arnold

Yom HaShoa Fund

Maria Pinkhasov, in memory of
Regina Okh

David & Elaine Saffan, in memory
of Paulette & Isaac Sevi

Rabbi Bloom Discretionary

Sally Aelion & Barry Boston

Roslyn Aronson, in appreciation of
Rabbi Bloom

David Baglein, in memory of Irene
Holzhauer

Greg Barme

Marvin Cohen & Suzy Locke
Cohen, in memory of Freda
Rubenstein & Maurice
Rubenstein

Christine Dobrushin, in memory of
Jack Dobrushin

Joseph & Judith Epstein, in memo-
ry of Jack Tessler

Joseph & Judith Epstein, in memo-
ry of Sam Epstein

Norman Frankel & Janice Lasar
Frankel, in memory of Morris
(Moe) Lasar

Glenn & Amy Friedman, in memo-
ry of Augusta Tucker Weinberger

Inna Gerlovina

Janet King, in appreciation of
George's unveiling

George Krevsky

Jerrold & Anne Levine, in honor
of Denise Davis & Peter Silen's
engagement

Jerrold & Anne Levine, in memory
of Edna Levine

Michael & Katherine Maidenberg,
in memory of Irma Maidenberg

Tsutomu Satomi & Hildie Spritzer

Michael & Sandra Widlitz, in
honor of Perry Isaac Widlitz

Howard Zangwill &
Stacy Margolin
Steven & Victoria Zatkin

Rosebud & Ben Silver Library
Ron Levy

TBA Endowment Fund

Richard Charlesworth & Amy
Moscov

Peter Miller & Bess Gurman

Herman Hertz Israel
Scholarship fund
Tony & Jeanee Hoffman,

in memory of Miriam Hoffman

Emily Kirschenbaum, in honor
of Ellis Raskin's baby
naming ceremony

Oded & Dara Pincas

Mollie Hertz Intrfaith

Outreach Fund

Gerald & Ruby Hertz, in memory
of Sarah Morofsky

Mitchell Richman & Ava Kahn, in
memory of Marjorie Richman

Jeri & Marvin Schechtman, in
memory of Reba Schechtman

Wasserman Adult Education
Cultural Fund

Linda Casson-Nudell & Rabbi
George Nudell, in memory of
Sophie Casson

Steven & Penny Harris, in memory
of Ken Cohen

Jack and Mary Berger
Education Fund

Dr. Jed Galant,
in memory of Jean Galant

Pola Silver Teen Holocaust
Education Trip Fund

Allen Rubin,
in memory of Ellen Rubin



LIFE CYCLE]

It is a Jewish tradition to give contributions to
mzjzzef Jov to:

commemorate life cycle events and other occasions.
T’/ These tax-deductible donations are greatly appreciated
Rebecca Feigelson & Isaac Safier L
Son, Ezra

and are a vital financial supplement to support the
Skye & Tommy Morgan.

variety of programs and activities that we offer.

Thanks again for your support!

Daughter, Alya Gita { We could not do it without you!
& FUND CONTRIBUTION FORM
This contribution of $ is
(check one) in Memory of in Honor of:
q’fﬂefcome Wgw %mlfer& (Name)
Acknowledge
Russell & Alisa Eisenman, Baby Ava. From:
Michael Kotton & Michelle Schneidermann, To:
Daughters Ariela & Eva. Address:
Lance & Dalia Nagel. Address:
Erez Kalir, Children Daphne, Talia. Please credit the fund checked below:
Alex Halbritter & Aaron Ojalvo.
Dan & Laura Rubenstein. 1 Temple Beth Abraham General Fund
Sons Jacob & Zachary 1 Leonard Quittman Endowment Fund
Eva Sasson & Eliya Freidson, ] Rabbi Bloom Discretionary Fund
Children Lielle & Amir . . .
Bet Sefer Discretionary Fund

1 Gan Avraham Discretionary Fund

A LEGACY GIFT LASTS FOREVER ) Burton Polse Kiddush Fund
Include TBA in your Estate Planning so that your "/ Minyan Fund
message to your family is loud and clear: " Yom HaShoah Fund
“The existence of Temple Beth Abraham is impor- 71 Jack and Jeanette Jeger Kitchen Fund

tant to me and for the future of Jews in Oakland. | TBA Building and Maintenance Fund

Contact TBA’s Executive Director
Rayna Arnold for further details
(510) 832-0936 or rayna@tbaoakland.org 1 Rabbi Ralph DeKoven Camp Ramah Scholarship Fund
] Stevens Landscape and Maintenance Fund

1 Prayer Book Fund

You are never too young to plan for the future!
1 Jack and Mary Berger Fund

1 Herman Hertz Israel Scholarship Fund

MEMORIAL PLAQUE

Anyone wishing to purchase a memorial plaque,
please contact the synagogue office at 1 Danielle and Deren Rehr-Davis Teen Fund
(510) 832-0936. ] Harold Rubel Memorial Music Fund
If you do not know the location of a Memorial
Plaque for your loved one, simply find the
Memorial Plaque binder located on the back table in
the Sanctuary. This book lists all Plaques in alpha- '] Pola Silver Teen Holocaust Education Trip Fund
betical order by the last name of the deceased and "I Leo and Helen Wasserman Education/Cultural Fund
will be updated as new Plaques are hung. Please do
not remove the binder from the Sanctuary.

T] Mollie Hertz Interfaith Outreach Fund

1 Rosebud and Ben Silver Library Fund

1 Sam and Shirley Silver Playground Fund

] Safety and Security
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DECEMBER CALENDAR

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 (11 Kislev) 2 (12 Kislev) 3 (13 Kislev) 4 (14 Kislev) 5 (15 Kislev) 6 (16 Kislev)
Parashat Vayishlach
9:00am A Taste of Text
9:00am Weekly Text Study via zoom
- Jam ieekly fex 8:00am Morning 9:30am Shabbat Services
8:00am Morning 4:00prm Bet Sefer Study _ Minyan 6:15pm Kabbalat with Bat Mitzvah of Laila
Minyan 1:00pm WTBA Bingo . Shabbat Golub
at Reutlinger Home 4:00pm Bet Sefer ou
10:30 Shabbat Mishpacha
12:45pm Mah Jongg
4:3p Candle lighting 5:33p Havdalah
7 (17 Kislev) 8 (18 Kislev) 9 (19 Kislev) 10 (20 Kislev) 11 (21 Kislev) 12 (22 Kislev) 13 (23 Kislev)
Parashat Vayeshev
Mevorchim Chodesh Teve]
8:00am Morning ) 9:00am A Taste of Text
8:00am Morning Minyan 5£&?2h8;2839fer Study via zoom
9:30am Adult B'nai Minyan . 9:00am Weekly Text 4:00pm Bet Sefer 9:30am Shabbat Services
: 4:00pm Bet Sefer ) Shabbat )
Mitzvah Class 7:30pm TBA Book Study 6:30pm WTBA Girls 6150m Kabbalat with Aufruf for Devorah
Club Night Out: Cookie & .Shgtr)]:)ataSerav?ce Margolin & Josh Klein
Jewelry exchange 10:00am Tillat Y’ladim
4:32p Candle lighting | 5:34p Havdalah
14 (24 Kislev) 15 (25 Kislev 16 (26 Kislev) 17 (27 Kislev 18 (28 Kislev) 19 (29 Kislev) 20 (30 Kislev)
Parashat Miketz
Chanukkah 1 Candle | Chanukkah 2 Candles [Chanukkah 3 Candles |Chanukkah 4 Candles |Chanukkah 5 Candles| Chanukkah 6 Candles| Rosh Chodesh Tevet
Chanukkah 7 Candles
9:00am A Taste of Text
8:00am Mornin, Study via zoom
9:30am Adult B'nai 8:00am Morning . 9:00am Weekly Text M g 6:15pm Kabbalat 9:30am Shabbat Services
) ; 4:00pm Bet Sefer Minyan ; ) X )
Mitzvah Class Minyan Study Shabbat Service with Bat Mitzvah of Sylvia
4:00pm Bet Sefer Gutkin
12:45pm Mah Jongg
5:13p Candle lighting | 5:13p Candle lighting 5:13pCandle lighting 5:14p Candle lighting 5:14p Candle lighting 4:34p Candle lighting 5:36p Havdalah
21 (1 Tevet) 22 (2 Tevet) 23 (3 Tevet) 24 (4 Tevet) 25 (5 Tevet) 26 (6 Tevet) 27 (7 Tevet)
Rosh Hodesh Rosh Hodesh .
Rosh Chodesh Tevet Heshvan Heshvan Parashat Vayigash
GAN AND BET SEFER ON WINTER BREAK
10:00am Shalom P Minyan 9:00am Weekly Text Office closed 6:150m Kabbalat 9:00am A Taste of Text
- am ohalom P18y | 7.300m Rosh Choden Study 8:00am Morning .Shra)rt?bata Se?v?ce Study via zoom
5:00pm Men’s Club Women's Study Minyan 9:30am Shabbat Services
preps & serves at
CityTeam
4:38p Candle lighting 5:40p Havdalah

28 (8 Tevet)

29 (9 Tevet)

30 (10 Tevet)

31 (11 Tevet)

GAN AND BET SEFER WINTER BREAK

8:00am Morning
Minyan

9:00am Weekly Text
Study
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JANUARY 2026 CALENDAR

JANUARY 2026 12 TEVET - 13 SHEVAT 5786)
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 (12 Tevet 2 (13 Tevet) 3 (14 Tevet)
Parashat Vayechi
NO BET SEFER, GAN CLOSED
9:00am A Taste of Text
. Study via zoom
Office closeq 6:15pm Kabbalat 9:30am Shabbat Services
8:00am Morning Shabbat Service | 10:30am Shabbat
Minyan Mishpacha
12:45pm Mah Jongg
4:43p Candle lighting | 5:46p Havdalah

4 (15 Tevet)

5 (16 Tevet)

6 (17 Tevet)

7 (18 Tevet)

8 (19 Tevet)

9 (20 Tevete)

10 (21 Tevet)
Parashat Shemos

9:00am A Taste of Text
8:00am Morning Study via zoom
9:00am Weekly Text Mi 6:15pm Kabbalat ) i
Gan closed . Study inyan Shabbat Service 9.3_Oam Shabbat Services
8:00am Morning 4:00pm Bet Sefer ) . 4:00pm Bet Sefer with guest speaker from
Mi 1:000pm WTBA Bingo | _ ) Adult Shabbat American Hind
nyan at Reutlinger 7:00pm WTBA Girls Dinner erive v
q Night Out Foundation
10:00am Tfillat Y’ladim
4:50p Candle lighting | 5:52p Havdalah
11 (22 Tevete) 12 (23 Tevet) 13 (24 Tevet) 14 (25 Tevet) 15 (26 Tevet) 16 (27 Tevet) 17 (28 Tevet)
Parashat Vaera
Mevorchim Chodesh Shevq
93:@2:\ Slualéf nal 9:00am A Taste of Text
10:45am Trope/Adult 4:00pm Bet Sefer 8:00am Mornin Study via zoom
g T 8:00am Morning 7j30p e oo Ciap| #00am Weeldy Text | “yi P 9 6:15pm Kabbalat 9:30am Shabbat Services
S Minyan =o0pm o0k Llu Study Shabbat Service with Bar Mitzvah of Adam
6:00pm Confirmation via zoom 4:00pm Bet Sefer Brown
Class
7:30pm Intro to Judaism 12:45pm Mah Jongg
4:57p Candle lighting 5:58p Havdalah

18 (29 Tevet)

19 (1 Shevat)
Martin Luther

20 (2 Shevat)

21 (3 Shevat)
Rosh Hodesh

22 (4 Shevat)
Rosh Hodesh

23 (5 Shevat)

24 (6 Shevat)

King, Jr Day Heshvan Heshvan Parashat Bo
9:30am Adult B'nai
Mitzvah class ) AT T
10:45am Trope/Adult Gand & Office Qgthdm \ Taste of Text
BBM CLOSED 8008 Morni udy via zoom .
5:00pm Men’s Club 8:00am Morning 4:00pm Bet Sefer 9:00am Weekly Text soam orming 6:15pm Rock n Roll 9:30am Shabbat Services
preps & serves at Minyan 7:30pm Board Meeting | Study Minyan Shabbat with the Baby Naming of
CityTeam P 9 4:00pm Bet Sefer Ayla Morgan
6:00pm Confirmation 1%2232 J:t?;r;r
Class greg
7:30pm Intro to Judaism
5:04p Candle lighting | 6:05p Havdalah

25 (7 Shevat)

9:30am Adult B'nai
Mitzvah class

10:00am Shalom Play

10:45am Trope/Adult
BBM

10:00am Shalom Play

NO Confirmation or Intro
classes

26 (8 Shevat)

8:00am Morning
Minyan

7:30pm Rosh
Chodesh
Women'’s Study
via zoom

27 (9 Shevat)

4:00pm Bet Sefer

7:00pm Adult Ed with
Susan Hirshfield

28 (10 Shevat)

9:00am Weekly Text
Study

29 (11 Shevat)

8:00am Morning
Minyan
4:00pm Bet Sefer

30 (12 Shevat)

6:00pm Bet Sefer Bet
Share a Shabbat
6:15pm Kabbalat
Shabbat

5:12 Candle /ighting

31 (13 Shevat
Parashat Shirah

9:00am A Taste of Text
Study via zoom

9:30am Shabbat Services

6:13p Havda/a_h
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Temple Beth Abraham PERIODICALS

327 MacArthur Boulevard PS?AT/IA\SE
Oakland, CA 94610 Oakland, CA

Permit No. 020299

Temple

. Beth

Abrdham
U,

Food, Crafts, Candle Lighfjng &

Community Hannukah Party o

*

with P) Library at
' Temple Beth Abraham
December 14, 2025

Sunday
43010630 PM ,,
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