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DIRECTORY SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Monday & Thursday Morning Minyan

Chapel, 8:00 a.m.

Friday Afternoon

Gan Shabbat, 12:40 p.m.

Friday Evening (Kabbalat Shabbat)
Sanctuary and YouTube, 6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Morning

Sanctuary and YouTube, 9:30 a.m.

Friday, June Candle Lighting

Sept 5� 7:13pm

Sept 12� 7:02pm

Sept 19� 6:51pm

Sept 26� 6:41pm

Saturday Havdalah & Torah Portions

Sept 6 8:10pm

Parashat Ki Teitzei
B’nai Mitzvah of Beanz Neiman

Sept 13� 7:58pm

Parashat Ki Tavo� Leil Selichot

Sept 20� 7:47pm

Parashat Nitzavim

Sept 27� 7:36pm

Parashat Vayeilech� Shabbat Shuva

Monday, Sept. 22� Erev Rosh Hashanah

6:15pm Erev Rosh Hashanah service

6:47pm Candle lighting

Tuesday, Sept. 23� Rosh Hashanah 5786

9:30am Rosh Hashanah Day 1 Service

9:00am Family Service

9:30am Youth Service

Tashlich Service with Beth Jacob

7:43pm Candle lighting

GENERAL INFORMATION:  
All phone numbers use (510) prefix unless noted.

Mailing Address 336 Euclid Ave.  
Oakland, CA 94610

Hours Monday-Thursday 9am - 4pm
Friday 9am - 1pm  

Office Phone 510-832-0936

E-Mail info@tbaoakland.org

STAFF
Rabbi (x 213) Mark Bloom
Cantorial Soloist/Hazzanit Yael Krieger
Gabbai Marshall Langfeld
Executive Director (x 214) Rayna Arnold
Office Manager (x 210) Virginia Tiger
Director of Education Susan Simon 
Gan Avraham Director Rachel Fenyves      
Director of Finance (x 215) Paolo Gomez
Facilities Manager (x 211) Joe Lewis

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD
President Garrett Schwartz   
Vice President Jason Edelstein�
Vice President Jacqueline Palchik 
Vice President Liz Klein�
Vice President Etta Heber  
Treasurer Jessica Sarber 
Secretary Max Roman 

Immediate Past President Stuart Zangwill�

COMMITTEES & ORGANIZATIONS: If you would like to con-
tact the committee chairs, please contact the synagogue 
office for phone numbers and email  
addresses. 

Adult Education Susan Simon
Chesed Heidi Bersin & Heike Friedman
Board of Trustees Jan Kessler
Film Series
Finance Jessica Sarber
Gan Avraham 
School Committee Jessica Kessler

House Michael Rose
Security Stuart Zangwill & Dave Rapson
WTBA Club Marci Gottlieb & Jill Oggeri
Men’s Club Daniel Sherman
Omer see pages 3 & 4
Personnel David Goodwin
Public Relations Lisa Fernandez
Ritual Marshall Langfeld
Nichum Aveilim – 
Comforting the Mourners Joan Rubin & Jill Rosenthal
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The Omer
We are always looking for help and contributions, 
whether it be first-person articles, poems, art, photos 
and anything that aligns with our theme of positive, 
Jewish community.

We are also always in need of copy editors. 
The Omer is run by volunteer editors, TBA  
members Lisa Fernandez and Rachel Dornhelm, 
and assembled visually by graphic designer  
Alden F. Cohen. 

WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE MORE COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
JOIN OUR TINY STAFF. 

Please email Omer@tbaoakland.org if you’d like to 
help out and contribute. 

We accept member submissions. 

Deadline for articles and letters is generally the 
12th of the month preceding publication. 

Wednesday, Sept. 24� Rosh Hashanah II

9:30am Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day Service

7:41pm Havdala

SERVICE SCHEDULE� OMER

Copy Editor Jenny Rooney

Proofreaders Charles Feltman, Amber Hsiao, Lori Morris,
Stuart Zangwill, Debbie Spangler

Distribution Hennie Hecht-Zilverberg & Mike Gelfand

Mailing Address 336 Euclid Ave. Oakland, CA 94610

eMail omer@tbaoakland.org

Temple Beth Abraham is proud to sup-
port the Conservative Movement by 
affiliating with The United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism.

Advertising Policy: Anyone may sponsor an issue of The Omer 
and receive a dedication for their business or loved one. Contact 
us for details.  
We do not accept outside or paid advertising. 
The Omer is published on paper that is  
30% post-consumer fibers. 
© 2025. Temple Beth Abraham. 

Periodicals Postage Paid at Oakland, CA.  
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Omer, c/o Temple Beth Abraham, 336 Euclid Avenue, 
Oakland, CA 94610-3232.

The Omer (USPS 020299) is published by Temple Beth 
Abraham, a non-profit, located at 336 Euclid Avenue, Oakland, 
CA 94610; telephone (510) 832-0936. It is published generally 
on alternate months except for the summer for a total of 6 issues 
per annum. It is sent as a requester publication and there is no 
paid distribution.

Editors in Chief Lisa Fernandez & Rachel Dornhelm

Layout & Design Alden F. Cohen

Calendar Virginia Tiger

B’nai Mitzvah Editor Susan Simon

Help From People like you!

Cover Aaron Eliahu
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Beanz Neiman – September 6, 2025
My name is Beanz and I am a student at Wood Middle School in Alameda. I have 
many hobbies such as sewing, tennis, drawing and writing. I also like to spend time 
with our Golden doodle Cole (man). I attend Camp Newman every summer and have 
since 2021, it is my favorite part of the year! My parshah is Ki Tetze and comes from 
the Book of Deuteronomy. It outlines a diverse set of ethical, civil, and moral laws 
guiding personal behavior, justice, and community responsibility in Israelite society. 
Thanks to all our family and friends, and fellow congregants, for providing a close, 
warm, supportive community for me as I enter Jewish adulthood.  

B'
N

ai
 M

itz
va

h
FROM THE RABBI

Bli Neder—Are Resolutions A Jewish Thing?
The simple answer to this question is no, but as usual, it’s a bit more complicated than 
that.
Resolutions, at least insofar as they are similar to vows, are something Judaism heav-
ily discourages. In Parashat Matot, Numbers 30:3, the text says: “If a man makes a 
vow to the Lord or takes an oath imposing an obligation on himself, he shall not break 
his pledge; he must carry out all that has crossed his lips.” If the vow is not followed 
through, the consequences can be dire, including even death or the death of offspring, 
according to the Talmud. There is an example in the Book of Judges where the Judge 
Yiftach promises to sacrifice the first thing he sees upon returning from battle if he 
returns safely, and when the first thing he sees is his daughter, he is forced to fulfill it. 
The Talmud has an entire tractate discussing vows called Nedarim, and the Shulchan 
Aruch explicitly warns people not to regularly make vows, stating that someone who 
does — even if they fulfill the vow — is called wicked and a sinner. 
We take these things so seriously that we disavow all our vows on arguably the most 
important night of the year, the evening of Yom Kippur, called Kol Nidre, which lit-
erally means all the vows. It’s a spiritual and haunting tune, but the words are rather 
simple, at least in translation. Basically it requests that any vows we make shouldn’t 
count, given the negative consequences of not fulfilling them.
So there is an expression that many traditional Jews recite when making plans or 
something that could resemble a promise, which is “Bli Neder,” meaning without mak-
ing a vow, I hope to be there/do this/accomplish something, etc.
And yet, when it comes to the High Holidays, we know it’s a time of teshuva, return, 
a time where we resolve to do better, to be better, and to make the world better. Those 
resolutions are usually spiritual or moral, but they can involve exercise goals and other 
things as well. And so, in that sense, resolutions are a Jewish thing.
So I will see you all on the High Holidays, if not before, bli neder, and may we be 
blessed with a sweet and successful year.

L’shalom,
Rabbi Mark Bloom
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TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM 
HIGH HOLY DAYS SERVICES SCHEDULE 

5786/2025 
Virtual Services will be available at: TBAoakland.org/Stream

ROSH HASHANAH 
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service Monday, September 22 at 6:15pm 

First Day Service Tuesday, September 23 at 9:30 am 
  Family Service with Rabbi Bloom (Children 2 yrs.-1st grade) 9:00 am Davis Courtyard 
  Youth Services with Susan Simon (Children grades 2-6) 9:45 am Social Hall 
      Tashlich Service with Beth Jacob Dimond Park-time to follow 

Second Day Services Wednesday, September 24 at 9:30 am 

YOM KIPPUR 
Kol Nidre Wednesday, October 1 at 6:30 pm 

Morning Service Thursday, October 2 at 9:30 am 
  Family Service with Rabbi Bloom (Children 2 yrs.-1st grade) 9:00 am Davis Courtyard 
  Youth Service with Susan Simon (Children grades 2-6) 9:45 am Social Hall 
Yizkor Service 11:00 am (approx.) 
Study Session 2:00 pm in the Chapel 
Martyrology Service and Mincha  4:30 pm 
Neilah  6:30 pm 
Break the Fast at the conclusion of the services generously sponsored by the Morning Minyan. 

SUKKOT 
First Day Service followed by Kiddush Luncheon Tuesday, October 7 at 9:30 am 

SHEMINI ATZERET 
Shemini Atzeret/Yizkor followed by Kiddush Luncheon Tuesday, October 14 at 9:30 am 

SIMCHAT TORAH 
Erev Simchat Torah Family Service Tuesday, October 14 at 6:15 pm 

Experience being encircled by the Torah, followed by music and dancing. 
Simchat Torah Day followed by Kiddush Luncheon Wednesday, October 15 at 9:30 am 
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BET SEFER�

BET SEFER CALENDAR - 5786/2025-6

Yellow - special program Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
Orange - youth service 1 2 31 1 2 3 4 5 6 6th - T'fillat Y'ladim
Pink - no school 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
SAS is Share A Shabbat 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 20th - Jr. Congregation
23 - Jr. Congregation 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 23rd - Rosh Hashana
26 - Back to School BBQ 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30
and 1st day of class
28th - 1st day class Zayin
No youth services this month 1 1st - T'fillat Y'ladim
2nd - Yom Kippur 1 2 3 4 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
7th - Sukkot Festival 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
14th - Sh'mini Atzeret 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 22nd - Junior Congregation

24th - Mechina SAS 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 25/27 - Thanksgiving break

26 27 28 29 30 31 30

1 2 3 4 5 6
12th - Alef SAS 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 1 2 3 Winter Break - Jan 1st
13th - T'fillat Y'ladim 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 10th - T'fillat Y'ladim
16/18 - Hanukkah party 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Winter Break 23/25 28 29 30 31 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 24th - Junior Congregation
Winter Break 30/1 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 30th - Bet SAS

14th   - T'fillah Y'ladim 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3rd - Purim Carnival
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 7th  - T'fillat Y'ladim

Ski week - 17 and 19 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 13th - Dalet SAS
27th - Gimmel SAS 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 21st - Junior Congregation
28th - Junior Congregation 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 31st - Pesach

2nd - No Bet Sefer
9th - No Bet Sefer 1 2 3 4 1 2 1st -  Hay SAS
11th - T'fillat Y'ladim 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 2nd - Vav Shabbat
21st - Yom Ha'atz party 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 12th - L/D Bet Sefer
18th - Junior Congregation 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22nd - Grad & conf

26 27 28 29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29 ##

FEBRUARY MARCH

APRIL MAY

AUGUST SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER NOVEMBER

DECEMBER JANUARY
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BET SEFER� WTBA
This year at Bet 
Sefer is my last 
By Susan Simon
This year is bittersweet for 
me. It is my last year as the 
Director of Bet Sefer so I 
am now doing everything 
for the last time. I thought 
it would be more exciting 
for me, but I find that I am 

looking at different families in the younger grades and 
know I will never get to know them well.  
But I am also excited. We have a terrific staff of teach-
ers, many of whom are returning to teach. We also 
have a number of Cal students teaching, some of whom 
taught last year and some of whom are joining us with 
youthful enthusiasm. Here is our lineup.
Teaching Mechina (Kindergarten) for the first time 
with us (not for her) is Allison Silverstein.  She has a 
wonderful Jewish background and is excited to meet 
and learn with our youngest students.
Deb Hoffman-Wade is returning to teach Kitah Alef.  
Deb is super organized and loves making quilted  
bags for each of her students to keep all of their school 
materials in.  She is very creative when it comes  
to arts and crafts and loves bringing new ideas into  
her teaching.
Jack Metzger, a Cal student, is returning to teach Kitah 
Bet.  It was wonderful watching him grow last year.  
And his students ended the school year with really 
solid Hebrew skills.
Nancy Brunn is returning for her 3rd year.  She started 
in Kitah Gimmel her first year but moved up with her 
tiny class of students to 4th grade last year.  This year 
she is back in Kitah Gimmel and now has a very large 
class.  We’ll providing her with lots of madrichim help.  
Nancy has great ideas and is always pushing me to 
think a new way.
Luca Robinson, a Cal student, is also returning.  Last 
year he taught Kitah Gimmel and he is staying with  
his class and will teach Kitah Dalet this year.  He 
brings a tremendous amount of enthusiasm and  
energy into the classroom.  
Diana Zankowsky is returning, this year teaching Kitah 
Hay, both the Judaics portion and the T’fillah class.  
Diana and I have lost track of how many years she has 
been teaching with me – probably 18 or so – and she is 

always willing to teach whatever class I need her in.  
Reb Eliezer Cohn and Cantor Brian Reich are returning 
to teach Kitah Vav this year.  They made a great combo 
last year and I am excited to have both of them return. 
For Eliezer, this will be the same group of students he 
taught in 4th grade and both sides are looking forward 
to a great year.  This is Cantor Brian’s 2nd year teach-
ing t’fillah and he loves that role.
We are welcoming Shaya Keyvanfar, a Cal student, 
to our staff to teach 7th grade.  Shaya is very excited 
about the curriculum  - she loves working with this age 
group and helping them develop deeper thinking skills 
as they approach difficult subjects.
Our new Shinshin from Israel will be helping us, as 
well.  I hope to have her do Hebrew tutoring and teach 
Hebrew Through Movement – I’ll write more about 
that in another article.
For those of you with school-aged children, wishing 
you an easy start to the year.  I can’t wait to see many 
of you here as our school year starts soon.

Welcome to WTBA
By Valerie Milner
Welcome to a new year of WTBA.
Our board includes several new members, and we are 
assembling a robust lineup of events. 
As we build our calendar for the coming year, we keep 
our mission in the forefront of our minds:
“WTBA is a vibrant, multi-generational group whose 
mission is to support each other and our greater TBA 
community.  We enhance our friendships, connections, 
and lives through social, spiritual, and educational 
programs, fundraising and community service. WTBA, 
throughout the year, partakes in and supports activi-
ties for the Gan and Bet Sefer schools, Bingo at the 
Reutlinger, and gifts for B’nai Mitzvah teens,  
among others.”
We kicked off the year with the Gan Coffee in August 
and the Pizza Shabbat in September. Next up is a 
Girls Night Out (GNO) later in the month, as well 
as a MacArthur Cleanup Event. October will bring 
celebrations of Sukkot, and November will feature 
our Membership Appreciation Event. Stay tuned for 
details.
We hope you will be part of our community! 

Rayna Arnold
Line

Rayna Arnold
Line
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GAN AVRAHAM

A Season of Resolutions at Gan
By Rachel Fenvyes
In Jewish tradition, the start of the new year is a time 
for reflection and for making kabbalot, intentional 
commitments for how we want to live and grow in the 
year ahead. With the start of the new school year upon 
us, close to the High Holidays, we think about the val-
ues we hold dear and the ways we can bring more pur-
pose, kindness, and connection into our Gan.
Over the past week, the Gan teachers have been living 
this tradition in their own way. They spent more than 
a week preparing for the children and families to start 
the new school year. This wasn’t just about setting  
out blocks or arranging the art shelves; it was about 
setting intentions for the kind of year we want to  
create together.
Our staff engaged in thoughtful learning, exploring 
how to:
- Create intentional invitations and provocations
with classroom materials to spark children’s curiosity.
- Align parent conferences with our new age-level
program goals, so we can share each child’s growth in
a meaningful way.
- Bring stories from the Tanach to life for children,
making them relevant, joyful, and full of values they
can carry with them.
At the end of each workshop, teachers made their own 
resolutions or personal commitments that will shape 
their teaching in the months ahead. Some resolved to 
try new ways of documenting learning, others strive to 
be more intentional with materials, and some to create 
systems for observations and assessment. 
Each teaching team also created a classroom B’rit,  
a covenant of shared agreements that will guide them 
in working together as partners throughout the  
year. These B’ritot reflect the trust, respect, and  
collaboration that make our classrooms strong and  
joyful communities.
Just as we prepare for the new year with hope and 
intention, our teachers are beginning this school year 
with clear goals and shared values. We can’t wait to 
see how these resolutions will blossom in the days, 
weeks, and months ahead.
Shanah Tovah—may this year be sweet, inspiring, and 
full of learning for all of us.
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TBA BOOK 

These beautiful new windows in the chapel, created  
by artists David and Michelle Plachte-Zuieback of 
Santa Rosa, bridge two different artistic themes at 
Temple Beth Abraham. The are a result of an anony-
mous gift to Temple Beth Abraham for which we are 
extremely grateful.
The first is the theme of God’s presence as a Pillar of 
Cloud and Pillar of Fire that accompanied the Israelites 
in the Desert and runs throughout the chapel, evident 
also in the paintings on the wall (Robyn Hodess), the 
curtain (Nancy Katz), and the Ner Tamid (also Plachte-
Zueibacks). The Hebrew words for fire(שא) and cloud 
.appear within the art itself(ןנע)
The second theme is the welcoming tent of Abraham 
and Sarah and connects to the iron gate at the top of 
the parking lot (David Avidor) and our synagogue’s 
name, Beth Abraham. The two Hebrew words at the 
top ָךְל ְךֵל (Lech Lecha) are God’s charge to Abraham to 
go forth to the land that Hashem will show to Abraham 
and become a great nation there.
The windows were dedicated on Friday, August 
15, 2025, with artists David and Michelle, who had 
worked with Rabbi Bloom in 1992 at Camp Swig in 
Saratoga, describing their process. Over 90 people 
were crammed into the chapel on this beautiful night.

Our TBA book club will meet on Wednesday, 
September 10, at 7:30 pm, via Zoom, to discuss a col-
lection of short stories, "The Man Who Sold Air in 
the Holy Land," by Omer Friedlander. If you want to 
attend, contact Judy Glick.
WINNER OF THE AJL JEWISH FICTION AWARD • 
FINALIST FOR THE WINGATE PRIZE

"The Man Who Sold Air in 
the Holy Land" announces 
the arrival of a natural-born 
storyteller of immense talent. 
Warm, poignant, delight-
fully whimsical, Omer 
Friedlander’s gorgeously 
immersive and imaginative 
stories take you to the nar-
row limestone alleyways of 
Jerusalem, the desolate beau-
ty of the Negev Desert, and 
the sprawling orange groves 

of Jaffa, with characters that spring to vivid life. These 
stories render the intimate lives of people striving for 
connection. They are fairy tales turned on their head by 
the stakes of real life, where moments of fragile inti-
macy mix with comedy and notes of the absurd. Told 
in prose of astonishing vividness that also demonstrates 
remarkable control and restraint, they have a universal 
appeal to the heart.

Rayna Arnold
Line
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HERTZ FUND

My Incredible Trip to Israel, Even With 
a Kosher Cashew Calamity 
By Aaron Eliahu
In May, I went on a week-long trip to Israel, visiting 
for my cousin’s wedding. Israel is my favorite place 
in the world– I love pretty much everything about it: 
the food, the culture, the energy, and spending time 
with family. But this was my first time in Israel since 
October 7th, so I really had no idea what to expect. 
One of my favorite parts of the trip was visiting 
Jerusalem. After meeting up with some family and hav-
ing the best drink in the world (Ice Kaffe from Aroma), 
we started to walk around the Old City. Our cousin 
Hiki was our tour guide, and he brought his precocious 
5-year old son, Michael. We started at the Tower of 
David, which had been built by King Herod during the 
Second Temple Period. 
Part of the same complex were some fortification 
walls built by Hizkiahu (King Hezekiah) in the First 
Temple Period. In Jerusalem, it’s always amazing to 
see the layers of thousands of years of history literally 
being built one on top of the other. You can see parts 
of the city that were built three thousand years ago by 
Shlomo (Solomon) and Hizkiahu, as well as parts built 
much more recently by the Ottomans, and even modern 
synagogues built by Israelis. One aspect of Jerusalem I 
haven’t really appreciated in the past was how it really 
brings the Bible to life. I’ve recently been reading a 
lot of the Tanakh (I highly recommend it) and it’s one 
thing to read about all these stories, but it’s a complete-
ly different thing to see these places in real life, where 
all these famous biblical stories occurred. For example, 
those fortification walls at the Tower of David were 
built by Hizkiahu right around the time of the Assyrian 
siege we read about in the book of Melachim (Kings). 
At the top of the Tower of David was a beautiful view 
of the entire Old City. We could see the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre, the Dome of the Rock and the 
Temple Mount, the Mount of Olives, and even as far as 
Bethlehem. From there we walked around some more 
of the Old City, continuing to the Cardo, a shopping 
area originally built during the Roman and Byzantine 
periods, which, in my opinion, is one of the coolest 
areas in Jerusalem. I think it’s really cool to see mod-
ern shops inside two-thousand-year-old buildings. The 

old arch ceilings, paired with the orange-y lighting is 
really nice. 
At the end of the Cardo is a room with about ten 
Roman-era columns and a mural depicting how the 
shopping area would have looked some two thou-
sand years ago. Our last stop in the Old City was the 
Western Wall where we prayed a little before taking 
lots of pictures. 
After leaving the Old City, we took a short bus 
ride over to the museum at Giv’at Hatachmoshet 
(Ammunition Hill), the site of a pivotal battle dur-
ing the Six Day War which led to the reunification of 
Jerusalem. My great uncle, Aharon Kamara z”l (I’m 
named after him) fought in the Battle of Ammunition 
Hill as one of the main tank commanders. There was 
actually a tank on display at the museum with a plaque 
that had Aharon’s name on it, explaining how he had 
commanded a tank unit during the battle. 
The entire reason we visited Israel at that time was to 
attend my cousin Yarden’s wedding. Unfortunately, 
the wedding didn’t go too well for us. The food they 
served at the wedding was meat; they had steak, grilled 
chicken, and so on. I knew in the back of my mind 
that this meal was probably kosher, so there wouldn’t 
be any dairy served. My dad and brother on the other 
hand completely forgot about this, and didn’t think 
twice about how they were serving pizza. My brother 
Judah ate the pizza and immediately started having an 
allergic reaction. At first we had no idea why this was 
happening (the pizza was all he ate), but it turned out 
that the cheese on the pizza wasn’t real cheese. It was 
cashew “cheese” in order to stay kosher, and Judah 
is allergic to cashews. We unfortunately had to leave 
early to return to the hotel and we missed most of  
the wedding. 
The wedding aside, our trip to Israel was incredible. 
Again, I had no idea what to expect. This was my fifth 
time traveling to Israel, but the first time since October 
7th. I was pleasantly surprised to find that, for the most 
part, life continued as normal. Of course, one could 
not forget about the continuing war, with posters of 
the hostages on every wall, uniformed IDF soldiers 
walking around with their rifles slung around their 
shoulders, and of course, the occasional missile attack 
from the Houthis. But it was not difficult to see that the 
spirit of the Jewish people, the spirit of Israel, is truly 
unbreakable. 
Thank you to the Hertz Fund for sponsoring my trip. 
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HERTZ FUND

Seeing Israel for myself
By Federika Fergola
When most people think of Israel, they think of 
extremes, like sacred landmarks, ancient cities, ongo-
ing conflict, sandy beaches, and non-stop news head-
lines. It’s a place that’s hard to describe without falling 
into clichés or politics. 
For me, it had always just been a name that floated 
around Jewish holidays, Hebrew school worksheets, 
and family conversations. I had learned about Israel 
since kindergarten, and I was always told that one day 
I’d see it for myself. That day was supposed to come 
in 8th grade, but the trip was canceled after the Nova 
Festival attack and the rising violence between Israel 
and Hamas in Gaza. 
Like a lot of plans during uncertain times, it was 
pushed aside. When my dad suggested we finally go in 
the summer of 2025, I was excited but also aware that 
things might not go smoothly. At that point, visiting 
Israel didn’t just feel like a vacation, it felt necessary. I 
wanted to see it for myself, beyond the textbook facts 
and stories from other people. I didn’t expect to end 
up in the middle of a war, but I also didn’t expect how 
much more this would allow me to see the most pure 
and raw form of the country. 
Once we landed at Ben Gurion Airport, we headed 
to Jerusalem and checked into a small hotel in the 
Muslim Quarter. June 12 turned out to be the only day 
we spent without sirens, alerts, or the sound of rockets 
overhead. We started with a tour of the City of David 
and the Siloam Tunnel, an ancient aqueduct that dates 
back to the 8th century BCE. Ironically, it was one of 
the scariest parts of the trip, where at one point, the 
tunnel started shaking from loud banging and crashing 
above us. 
For a few seconds, we thought the tunnel might col-
lapse. It turned out to be just a construction site, but 
still, not exactly the calming introduction we expected. 
Later that evening, we went to the Kotel. While walk-
ing around in my more appropriate attire designated 
for the holy site, I realized that the weird looks I had 
gotten earlier were mostly because I had worn shorts, 
not because I looked like a tourist. At the wall, my dad 
and I split up. In the women’s section, I noticed some 
women walking backward as they left. I later learned 
this was a sign of respect, not turning your back on the 
wall. I sat on a bench and watched as women prayed, 
hummed, placed their hands on the stone, and danced 

in circles together near the back. For a few moments, 
I thought about elementary school; writing wishes 
on slips of paper, shoving the slips into paper mache 
Kotels, learning to face east during the Amidah. 
My first day in Israel made me realize how people here 
live full lives right alongside history and faith, and how 
normal that can feel. I recognized in those moments the 
similar feeling of routine, like listening to the little kids 
on the bimah mouthing the Ein Keloheinu or praying 
with my green CCJDS kippah. 
On June 13, I was woken up by my dad’s phone. A 
news channel was blaring about Israel launching mis-
siles at nuclear sites in Iran. We had no idea how the 
day would unfold, but we still tried to follow our plans. 
We took a taxi to Mount Herzl and Yad Vashem, but 
both were closed. We kept moving and checked into a 
hotel in Tel Aviv. That night, I woke up again, this time 
to a siren and an emergency alert on my phone. We slid 
on our shoes and headed to the mamad, the bomb shel-
ter on our floor. I know it sounds wrong to say, but if I 
had to rank bomb shelters, this one would be at the top. 
Not because of comfort or design, but because of the 
people inside. Families came in from different parts 
of the world, speaking in accents I couldn’t always 
place and English that wasn’t always clear. A short 
man holding a baby offered everyone crackers. A calm 
Filipino woman came in with a toddler and a teenager. 
Two Russian women sat down and started a card game. 
A few minutes later, two Scottish guys ran in out of 
breath, explaining they had been out getting pizza and 
started filming the missiles from the street instead of 
immediately searching for shelter. The short man, who 
turned out to be the hotel’s electrician, scolded them 
while eating crackers and bouncing his kid on one 
hip. That night, the sirens went off five more times, 
and each time we went back down to the shelter. The 
electrician greeted everyone, made sure the door was 
sealed, and somehow made the whole situation feel 
a little less scary. We were stuck in the hotel. But in 
between the sirens, I had the best hotel breakfast I’ve 
ever had, and I saw how people, even strangers, show 
up for each other when it matters.
On June 15, we left the hotel and went to stay with my 
cousins in Netanya. Lev and Zina welcomed us like 
family always does; ready to feed us, keep us safe, and 
help us figure out what to do next. Some of my best 
nights in Israel were spent sitting on the balcony play-
ing chess with my cousin (while getting basically 

Continued on page 12  



Rayna Arnold
Line

Rayna Arnold
Line



13

ONGOING SERIES: PRESIDENTS OF TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM
As a Board of Directors member, Ellen had seen the 
synagogue go through many challenges.  She accepted 
the nomination because she believed that she could 
help the synagogue with governance processes such 
as deliberations and decision making. She drew on 
the skills she had developed working in business as 
an independent marketing consultant and as a project 
manager at Blue Cross: negotiating, organizing meet-
ings, thinking about how to engage people, keeping a 
group working toward its goals. 

Ellen became President as Rabbi Bloom was hired to 
be the rabbi and the Centennial Project was ramping 
up. Ellen recalls, “We didn’t have the money to do it. 
And the two things that we really, really needed were 
getting an elevator to get up to the sanctuary and a 
parking lot.” 

She used her role as President to talk with major 
donors. “I remember talking to Joe and Vera (Zatkin) 
(z”l), going out to lunch with Alice Kessler (z”l),  
and meeting with Les (z”l) and Randy Kessler.  I was 
pitching both the elevator and the parking lot because 
those were the most needed and the most expensive 
things.  While there was some skepticism at first,  
all of them stepped up to the plate. I feel really grati-
fied when I see their names on the parking lot and 
elevator plaques!” 

Ellen is quick to recognize that the Centennial Project 
was a major undertaking. “There were tons of people 
who were involved in these initiatives: attorneys - 
probably Sandy (Margolin) was looking at the  
paperwork for the purchase of the two buildings. 
Helene Moore designed the graphics. And Paul and  
Flo Raskin and Alan and Cheryl Silver were the true 
ringleaders of that effort (fundraising). We fielded a 
great, great team.”

Although the implementation of the Centennial Project 
extended beyond Ellen’s term as President, she sees it 
as a legacy. “When I'm at synagogue and I see all the 
plaques on campus, I love it. And then of course there's 
that big display on the wall outside the social hall that 
includes the names of all the people who contributed 
to the effort.  I see those elements of generosity and 
appreciation and feel really good about that phase of 
my life”

One of Ellen’s skills as President was finding ways for 
people to become more involved with the synagogue. 
“What I was fond of saying to people is that there have 
to be a lot of doors of entry. There have to be multiple 

ways to come in and engage.  For example, I felt that 
people might not come to services because they found 
the language and the liturgy intimidating. So I initiated 
the learner's minyan with Larry Miller, which was very 
well received and attended.”

Ellen rattles off a list of people who, during her time as 
a leader of TBA, became more involved: some in plan-
ning and cooking for the Gala, some in teaching in the 
education programs, some with the Omer, some lead-
ing services. 

There were challenges during Ellen’s time as President. 
The first one: “Money. Money to do the Centennial 
Project. Money for the budget. We were still getting a 
grant from the board of trustees, an operating grant.” 

The second big challenge was the Hebrew School.  
During her time on the Board, Ellen had been part of 
a group that selected the head of the Hebrew School. 
Twice. Because two people they hired had quit. As 
President, Ellen was able to make some changes. “I'm 
not sure of the sequence, but at the time, there was a 
policy of not hiring congregants, not having them be  
in paid jobs, but of course Dawn (Margolin, who 
taught kindergym) was grandfathered in. And I wanted 
Susan (Simon) to teach - I don't think that I saw her 
immediately jumping in to being head of school. And 
I also wanted Outi (Gould) to come on board. And so, 
we did change that policy, and both Outi and Susan 
were hired.  Of course, both of them turned out to  
be phenomenal.” 

Ellen’s wish for Temple Beth Abraham going for-
ward is, “Health: communal, certainly physical, and 
financial. There was a lot of debate that preceded the 
Centennial project about whether we should stay here 
or relocate. Obviously, we decided to stay. And I feel 
like the synagogue has become a sort of an anchor in 
this this Oakland-Piedmont community. And I hope 
that we continue to serve a communal purpose and to 
be an anchor.”

NB:  Following her presidential tenure, Ellen served on 
the Board of Trustees for a time. In that capacity, she 
gave one of the high holiday fundraising pitches in the 
mid 2000’s.  She dragged a potted etrog tree onto the 
bimah and encouraged people to remember the good 
vibes of that day every time they saw this tree. After a 
home in the school courtyard, the tree was transplanted 
in front of the office.  Here’s what it looks like today!
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Sandy Margolin, TBA President, 2004 - 2006
By Jody London

This is the eighth profile in 
our series on the Presidents of 
Temple Beth Abraham.

Sandy Margolin knew that even-
tually he would be President of 
Temple Beth Abraham (TBA). 
There was that time in 1992, 

when Jo Budman was leaving office and she put Sandy 
in a room with Andy Wasserman and Frank Weinberg 
(z”l) and told them they couldn’t leave until one of 
them agreed to be President. Frank volunteered and 
Sandy and Andy were off the hook. 

Sandy recalls his early years on the TBA Board. His 
three kids were all under the age of 8. At his first 
Board meeting, the executive board recommended that 
Rabbi Schonwald not continue.  “And then the congre-
gation voted to overturn that decision and to keep him 
as Rabbi. That was a big divisive split in the congre-
gation.” The entire executive committee resigned and 
Sandy soon found himself as a Vice President. 

Sandy says, “I was in a better place the second time 
around.  By the time I became President, I had already 
served four years as a Vice President of the synagogue. 
I had been on two search committees, chairing the one 
that brought Rabbi Bloom here. I had started to work 
with the Centennial Committee and was involved in 
the purchase of the three adjoining properties. And I 
thought it was just time that I stepped up and take on 
the responsibility.” Another factor for Sandy was that 
his father had been a synagogue officer. 

When asked what was most gratifying about being 
President, Sandy cites the Centennial Project. “I was 
intimately involved in the project: the building, the 
parking lot, the renovation of the Gan, the elevator 
project, refurbishing the sanctuary, the building of the 
Baum Center and stuff like this. I think when I became 
president, the membership of our congregation was 
about 325, 330 (families). And now I think we're well 
over 500.  So, I really felt I had a hand in getting the 
infrastructure and the shul ready for the next hundred 
years.” Some of this work took place before he became 
President and after he stepped down from that role.  In 
fact, after he stepped down as President, Sandy took 
over as chair of the Centennial Building Committee.

Sandy also enjoyed interacting with young people 
when he was on the bimah. “That particular role of 

handing out the candy is something I really, really 
enjoyed. And talking to the Bar/Bat Mitzvah kids. I 
used to sit up on the bimah with them and encourage 
them: ‘don't be nervous. We've all been through this. 
Everybody, all these adults you see out here, they all 
had a bar bat mitzvah, or 90% of them did. We all 
grew up, we all survived this.’”

Sandy is also proud of another key hire. “During 
my tenure, Susan Simon came on as director of the 
Hebrew school. And that was, obviously, quite a good 
hire. I'm always so impressed when I hear the Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah students and the post Bar/Bat Mitzvah stu-
dents who come back and read Torah or lead services. I 
think we have a wonderful, wonderful Hebrew school.”

The most challenging issue Sandy faced during his 
tenure on the Board was having Temple Beth Abraham 
rejoin the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. 
In 2000-2001 when Rabbi Bloom was hired, TBA was 
not a member. That meant TBA had a lower level of 
priority in terms of candidates being referred for our 
position.  Sandy says, “I thought to myself, we get 
a lot out of the United Synagogue. Some of it's very 
intangible. I mean, some people were saying, ‘well, 
what do we pay and what do we get?’ But, you know, 
you're part of a cadre of people who are like-minded 
and you could rely on them for support.” Rabbi Bloom 
and Sandy worked to convince folks that TBA should 
be a member of United Synagogue, which eventually 
happened. 

Sandy’s wish for Temple Beth Abraham going forward 
is one of endurance. “I'm looking for the synagogue 
to be here in Oakland for a long, long time. I think it's 
important that we have a Conservative presence. Not 
everyone is going to be Orthodox. A lot of people don't 
want to be Reform. They have to figure we are a mid-
dle ground. And it obviously speaks to a lot of people. 
I really love where we are positioned. I'd love to see a 
vibrant conservative synagogue here in Oakland for the 
next one hundred years. I think we’ve positioned our-
selves pretty well to do that. But there are going to be 
challenges.  Susan is talking about retiring; the rabbi 
has his exit strategy in place. We need people to step 
up and I'm sure they are and will, to take over the lead-
ership roles and move us forward. I always felt that my 
involvement in the synagogue was something that gave 
back more to me than I put in, and I put in thousands 
and thousands of hours into this project. I don't regret a 
minute of it.”
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